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PERSPECTIVE 


The  mission  statement  for 

Lenoir-Rhyne  College  begins  with  the 
phrase:  "In  pursuit  of  the  development 
of  the  whole  person.  ..."  No  single 
statement  could  better  set  the  stage  for 
our  educational  philosophy.  At  Lenoir- 
Rhyne,  we  believe  that  the  educational 
experience  transcends  the  classroom 
and  engages  students  in  extracurricular 
programs,  physical  development, 
spiritual  growth  and  service  to  the 
world.  In  other  words,  we  seek  to 
develop  the  whole  person. 

At  the  stage  of  life  when  most 
students  are  fulfilling  their  college 
aspirations,  they  are  also  developing 
the  values  and  goals  that  will  guide 
them  for  decades.  They  are  asking 
formative  questions  and  establishing  the 
practices  and  priorities  that  are  important  to  a  fulfilling  life. 
We  believe  that  intellectual  encounters,  spiritual  growth 
and  attention  to  physical  well-being  are  best  encountered 
simultaneously  and  not  independently,  and  that  is  why  we 
seek  to  provide  every  opportunity  for  students  to  mature  in 
each  area. 

This  year  we  witnessed  how  the  different  facets  of  the 
education  of  the  whole  person  come  together  at  this  special 
college  we  call  Lenoir-Rhyne.  In  this  edition  of  Profile, 
you  will  see  evidence  of  the  wide  variety  of  initiatives  we 
are  undertaking  in  order  to  create  the  finest  educational 
experience  for  all  of  our  students.  I  want  to  highlight  a  few 
of  our  top  stories. 

Last  fall  Lenoir-Rhyne  was  designated  as  a  new  site  for 
the  North  Carolina  Teaching  Fellows  program.  As  one  of 
only  five  independent  colleges  in  North  Carolina  to  host 
the  Teaching  Fellows,  Lenoir-Rhyne  has  strengthened  its 
position  as  a  leader  in  the  field  of  teacher  preparation.  The 
Teaching  Fellows  scholarships  assist  the  best  and  brightest 
high  school  students  to  become  the  next  generation  of 
teachers.  Scholarship  recipients  are  bound  to  spend  at  least 
four  years  teaching  in  the  North  Carolina  system.  Through 
this  distinguished  program,  L-R  will  not  only  bring  more 
top  students  to  the  campus,  but  it  will  also  expand  its 
mission  of  support  to  state  and  local  school  systems. 

A  month  ago,  John  '72  and  Marilyn  '73  Moretz  chose 
to  honor  their  alma  mater  with  a  $5.1  million  gift,  the 
largest  in  Lenoir-Rhyne's  history.  This  gift  demonstrates 
the  Moretzes'  complete  commitment  to  Lenoir-Rhyne's 
mission  of  educating  the  whole  person.  It  will  provide 


$50,000  per  year  directly  to  support 
nursing  students  in  their  academic 
programs.  It  will  further  provide  the 
major  support  for  the  construction 
and  upgrade  of  facilities  that  make 
up  our  sports  fields.  In  particular,  the 
Moretz  Sports  Center  will  be  the  site 
of  a  new  field  house,  a  track  for  all  of 
our  students,  and  improved  facilities  for 
softball,  baseball  and  soccer. 

John  Moretz  stated  that  their  gift 
was  an  investment  in  the  college  and 
our  students,  and  quite  an  investment 
it  is.  By  supporting  both  the  physical 
and  academic  needs  of  our  students, 
the  Moretzes  are  giving  back  to  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  in  a  way  that  will  help  solidify 
the  college's  position  as  one  of  the 
premier  institutions  in  the  South. 

This  is  also  the  year  when  Lenoir-Rhyne  was  the 
beneficiary  of  a  major  endowment  gift  to  forever  support 
our  students  by  enhancing  the  Carl  A.  Rudisill  Library. 
Eleanor  Busch  Schnitzel  '40  left  Lenoir-Rhyne  students 
an  estate  gift  of  approximately  $  1  million  to  guarantee 
that  our  library  will  always  be  at  the  top.  This  is  such  a 
marvelous  way  for  an  individual  to  ensure  that  the  next 
generation  will  enjoy  the  opportunities  and  experiences 
that  were  provided  to  her. 

As  we  seek  to  improve  all  of  our  programs  in  support 
of  the  education  of  the  whole  person,  we  are  strengthening 
this  college  that  is  so  special  to  all  of  us.  We  know  we  have 
the  best  teachers  anywhere.  We  know  we  have  students 
who  are  inspired  by  the  thrill  of  discovery  in  the  learning 
process.  We  are  proud  of  all  of  our  extracurricular  activities 
that  center  on  service.  And  we  are  finding  new  and  better 
means  to  provide  these  excellent  opportunities  to  our 
students,  whether  through  distinguished  scholarship 
programs,  marvelous  new  facilities,  or  endowments  in 
support  of  educational  resources. 

As  we  bring  this  academic  year  to  a  close,  I  want  to 
invite  each  of  you  to  visit  us  to  see  for  yourself  the  great 
things  that  are  happening  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  as  we  continue 
to  educate  the  whole  person. 

Sincerely. 

Wayne  B.  Powell,  Ph.D. 
President  of  the  College 
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Lenoir-Rhyne  receives  largest  gift  in  its  history 

from  John  '72  and  Marilyn  '73  Moretz 
See  story  on  page  4. 


The  Lenoir-Rhyne  College 
Mission  Statement 

In  pursuit  of  the  devel- 
opment of  the  whole 
person.  Lenoir-Rhyne 
I College  seeks  to  liber- 
ate mind  and  spirit, 
clarify  personal  faith, 
foster  physical  whole- 
ness, build  a  sense  of 
community,  and  promote  responsible 
leadership  for  service  in  the  world. 

As  an  institution  of  the  North  Carolina 
Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  the  College  holds 
the  conviction  that  wholeness  of  per- 
sonality, true  vocation,  and  the  most 
useful  service  to  God  and  the  world  are 
best  discerned  from  the  perspective  of 
Christian  faith. 

As  a  community  of  learning,  the  College 
provides  programs  of  undergraduate, 
graduate,  and  continuing  study  commit- 
ted to  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences  as  a 
foundation  for  a  wide  variety  of  careers 
and  as  guidance  for  a  meaningful  life. 

Approved  by  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  College 
Board  of  Trustees  November  2001 . 


The 


largest  gift 

in  the  history 
of  the  coliege 


n  February,  Lenoir-Rhyne 
College  announced  the 
largest  gift  in  its  history 
when  John  y72  and 
Marilyn  Manning  '73 
Moretz  committed  $5.1 
million  in  association  with  the 
Piedmont  Educational  Foundation. 

The  donation  will  create  the 
Moretz  Sports  Center,  a  venue  that 
will  be  used  by  numerous  varsity 
sports  and  will  benefit  all  of  the 
college's  students.  It  also  creates  the 
Steven  Harris  Moretz  Scholarship, 
which  is  the  largest  nursing 
scholarship  gift  ever  received  by  the 
college.  This  scholarship  is  given  in 
memory  of  their  son,  Steven  Harris 
Moretz. 

"This  gift  from  John  and 
Marilyn  Moretz  will  have  a  lasting 
impact  on  Lenoir-Rhyne  students 
and  this  community,"  said  Dr. 
Wayne  Powell,  president  of  the 
college.   "We  are  indebted  to  them 
for  partnering  with  us  to  ensure 
that  our  students  have  the  finest 
educational  experience  anywhere." 

John  Moretz  said:  "Marilyn  and 
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I  are  very  excited  about  developing 
with  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  a  Sports 
Center  to  house  track  and  field, 
soccer,  softball,  baseball  and  other 
field  sports.  We  feel  this  state-of- 
the-art  facility  will  attract  many 
talented  student  athletes  to  the 
college  and  allow  them  to  excel  on 
the  field  as  well  as  in  the  classroom. 
The  energy  and  excitement  that 
these  student  athletes  bring  to 
our  campus  are  an  integral  part  of 
continuing  Lenoir-Rhyne  College's 
leadership  in  our  community  and 
nation." 

He  added,  "We  feel  that 
nurses  are  the  'front  line'  of  service 
to  many  patients  and  critically 
impact  the  quality  of  health  care 
they  receive.  The  Steven  Harris 
Moretz  Scholarship  will  assist  many 
students  to  fulfill  their  dreams  of 
helping  others." 

A  former  member  of  the  Bears 
Football  Team,  John  has  been 
a  lifelong  supporter  of  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  College  and  the  Piedmont 
Educational  Foundation/Bears 
Club.  He  is  currently  on  the 
Executive  Board  of  the  PEE  He  is 
CEO  of  GoldToeMoretz,  which 


provides  socks  for  all  the  college's 
athletic  teams.  He  is  co-chair  of  the 
Hanley  H.  Painter  Bear  Memorial 
Golf  Tournament,  which  raised  two 
scholarships  for  student  athletes  this 
year.  He  also  sponsors  the  Moretz 
Sports/Lenoir-Rhyne  College 
Championship  Series,  an  incentive 
program  for  coaches. 

Moretz  sponsors  several  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  tournaments  each  year  and 
gives  the  Ronnie  Lott  Heavy  Hitter 
Award  after  each  football  game. 
This  award,  which  recognizes  the 
most  valuable  player  of  the  game, 
provides  a  $1,000  donation  for  each 
game  to  Habitat  for  Humanity  of 
Catawba  County. 

Moretz  also  provides  champion- 
ship rings  to  all  first-place  teams 
at  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  and 
named  several  football  lockers  in 
the  McCrorie  Center.  In  addition, 
he  partnered  with  Kathy  Ireland 
Worldwide  to  establish  the  Kathy 
Ireland  Gala.  Last  year,  proceeds 
from  this  event  were  distributed 
to  the  Piedmont  Educational 
Foundation,  Lenoir-Rhyne  College 
Katrina  Relief  and  Habitat  for 
Humanity. 
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Whenever  Lenoir-Rhyne  has 
had  a  need,  John  and  Marilyn 
Moretz  have  responded  generously. 
In  2002,  they  provided  naming 
gifts  for  two  nursing  offices  in  the 
McCrorie  Center  in  honor  of  two 
neonatal  nurses,  Dawn  Mariece 
Mabe  and  Karen  Eileen  Simpson, 
who  provided  special  care  to  their 
twin  sons,  Steven  and  Charles, 
shortly  after  their  birth  at  Baptist 
Hospital. 

John  and  Marilyn  contributed 
to  the  Mauney-Schaeffer 
Conference  Hall  project  by 
endowing  the  Charles  Hugh  Moretz 
Sr.  Scholarship  in  honor  of  his 
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father.  C.  Hugh  Moretz  34  earned 
a  degree  in  economics  from  Lenoir- 
Rhyne.  The  founder  of  Moretz 
Mills,  Hugh  was  also  a  member 
of  the  colleges  Business  Council. 
Over  the  years,  the  family  has 
also  supported  the  Martin  Luther 
Fellows  Program. 

John  and  Marilyn  Moretz  are 
members  of  the  colleges  Founders 
Society.  Marilyn  is  a  member  of 
Delta  Zeta  sorority.  Their  son, 
Charles,  who  is  named  for  his 
grandfather,  graduated  from 
Lenoir-Rhyne  in  2006  and  is  now 
employed  at  GoldToeMoretz. 
Their  daughter,  Laura,  attended 


Lenoir-Rhyne  after  graduating  from 
Hickory  High.  She  went  on  to  earn 
her  bachelor  of  fine  arts  degree  from 
the  San  Francisco  Art  Institute, 
where  she  is  currently  working  on 
her  masters  in  fine  arts. 

The  extended  Moretz  family 
has  had  a  long  association  with 
Lenoir-Rhvne  College.  The  first 
member  of  the  family  to  graduate 
from  Lenoir-Rhvne  was  Elizabeth 
Leonard  Moretz,  John  Moretz  s 
grandmother,  who  received  her 
degree  in  1903.  In  all,  a  total  of  17 
family  members  are  counted  among 


L-R  alumni. 


Lenoir-Rhyne  colebrates 

]th  anniversary 

of  Shu  ford  Gymnasium 


lumni  and  friends  of 
Lenoir-Rhyne  College 
gathered  on  Feb.  17, 
2007,  to  celebrate  the 
50th  anniversary  of 
Shuford  Gymnasium. 
The  anniversary  was 
marked  with  reunions  for  all  the  teams 
that  have  played  there  over  the  years: 
men's  and  women's  basketball,  and 
women's  volleyball. 

The  teams'  alumni  were  also 
recognized  during  halftime  at  the  men's 
and  women's  basketball  games.  Between 
the  two  games,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Andrew 
Weisner  '79,  college  pastor,  re-dedicated 
the  gym. 

The  Bears  played  the  Catawba 
College  Indians,  whom  they  had  played 
50  years  earlier  when  the  building  was 
dedicated.  During  the  gym's  dedication 
game,  played  Feb.  16,  1957,  the  L-R 
Bears  defeated  their  rivals  87-66.  The 
capacity  crowd  of  approximately  3,660 
was  "the  biggest  to  ever  witness  an  indoor 
event  in  the  Hickory  area,"  according  to  a 


The  groundbreaking  ceremony  for  the  Shuford  Gymnasium  was  held  at 
Homecoming  1955.  Standing  left  to  right  are  Dr.  VoigtR.  Cromer  '25,  college 
president;  the  Rev.  Dr.  F.L  Conrad  '16,  president  of  the  United  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Synod  of  North  Carolina;  Robert  Clemmer  of  Clemmer  &  Horton,  the 
architectural  firm  that  designed  the  building;  and  Alex  Shuford  Jr., 
whose  company  contributed  the  naming  gift  for  the  building. 


The  L-R  Bears  take  on  the  Catawba  College  Indians  on  Feb.  16, 1957, 
when  the  building  was  dedicated.  The  Bears  won  87-66. 


later  basketball  brochure. 

The  members  of  the  1956-57  men's 
basketball  team  included  Leonard 
Aurand  '60,  Harlan  Bowman  '60, 
Frank  Cline  '58,  Walt  Comwell  '57, 
David  Craft  '60,  Jerry  Fox  '59,  Edwin 
Goodnight  '60,  Johnny  Paul  James  '59, 
Thomas  McCormick  '60,  Ken  Norman 
'60,   Tommy  Sellari  '59,  Robert  Smith 
'60,  Raeford  Wells  '57  and  Joe  White 
'60.  Jim  "Pappy"  Hamilton  was  the 
head  basketball  coach.  The  team  had 
a  24-2  record  that  year  and  went  on 
to  win  the  North  State  Conference 
Championship. 

In  1957,  there  were  no  women's 
basketball  or  volleyball  teams.  In  fact,  the 
college  only  had  five  intercollegiate  sports, 
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all  for  male  athletes.  Today,  the  college 
has  1 5  intercollegiate  sports  for  men 
and  women,  with  more  planned  for  the 
future. 

The  gym's  construction  cost  more 
than  $500,000  and  marked  a  major 
improvement  to  physical  education 
facilities.  A  new  gym  was  desperately 
needed.  The  college  often  had  to  use  the 
Hickory  Community  Center  for  major 
athletic  events.  Cline  Gym,  an  older 
structure,  was  too  small  for  large  crowds. 

Ground  was  broken  for  Shuford 
Gymnasium  during  Homecoming  1955 
when  Dr.  Voigt  Cromer  was  president. 
The  college  had  tried  to  raise  funds  for  a 
new  gym  for  several  years.  However,  the 
building  became  a  reality  when  A.  Alex 
Shuford  Jr.,  president  of  Shuford  Mills 
Inc.,  pledged  that  his  company  would 
supply  the  rest  of  the  needed  money.  The 
gym  was  named  in  memory  of  his  father, 
A.  Alex  Shuford  Sr.,  founder  of  Shuford 
Mills  and  a  leading  philanthropist. 

The  gymnasium  project  was  part  of 
Our  Campaign  for  a  Greater  Lenoir- 
Rhyne,  a  $1.5  million  fund-raising 
effort  that  included  seven  construction 


Women's  basketball  team  alumnae  were  recognized 
during  halftime  of  the  women's  game. 


projects:  an  auditorium  (P.E.  Monroe 
Auditorium),  a  music  building  (Mauney 
Music  Building),  a  dining  hall  expansion, 
a  science  building  (Minges  Science 
Building),  a  gymnasium  (Shuford 
Gymnasium),  a  college  union  and  a 
women's  dormitory.  The  dormitory  plans 
were  later  changed,  and  men  occupied 


Several  former  basketball  coaches  were  recognized  during  halftime  at  the 
Shuford  Gym  50th  anniversary  basketball  game.  They  are,  left  to  right:  Bob 

Hodges,  Melvin  Ruggles,  Billy  Wells  '51,  and  Jim  "Pappy"  Hamilton. 

Hodges  served  as  head  coach  from  1971  to  1978.  Ruggles  was  head  coach 

from  1966  to  1970.  Wells  is  a  member  of  the  L-R  Hall  of  Fame  and  served 

as  head  coach  from  1957  to  1965.  He  was  an  assistant  coach  to  Hamilton 

on  the  1956-57  team  that  opened  Shuford  Gym.  Hamilton  is  an  L-R  Hall 

of  Fame  member  who  coached  from  1950  to  1957.  He  was  head  coach 

for  the  first  game  ever  played  in  Shuford  Gym.  That  year's  team  won  24 

consecutive  games,  finishing  the  season  24-2.  Not  shown  is  current 

Head  Coach  John  Lentz  '74,  who  is  also  an  L-R  Hall  of  Fame  member. 

Lentz  is  now  in  his  21st  year  at  the  helm  of  L-R's  men's  basketball. 


the  new  Morgan  Hall  while  the  women 
moved  into  Fritz  Hall.  The  student  union 
and  the  college  dining  hall  project  were 
later  combined  and  became  the  Cromer 
Center. 

An  elaborate  dedication  ceremony  for 
the  new  gym  was  held  between  the 
junior  varsity  and  varsity  basketball 
games  in  1957.  The  ceremony  included 
a  processional  of  everyone  involved  in 
the  project,  prayers,  speeches,  and  several 
musical  selections.  The  keys  to  the  new 
facility  were  ceremonially  handed  over 
by  Shuford  and  received  by  Professor 
Clarence  Stasavich  '35,  head  of  the 
Department  of  Physical  Education. 

The  new  gym  ushered  in  a  series 
of  outstanding  seasons  for  the  Bears.  In 
1957,  Pappv  Hamilton  was  coaching  his 
last  season  for  the  Bears.  Raeford  Wells 
'57,  one  of  the  college's  finest  basketball 
players,  was  a  member  of  that  team.  He 
was  named  All  Conference  for  four  years 
and  All  American  for  three  years. 

The  following  year.  Couch  Billy 
Wells  led  the  team  to  the  North  State 
Conference  championship,  and  the 
NAIA  District  26  title.  The  team  finished 
its  season  by  participating  in  the  national 
finals  in  Kansas  City.  Wells  was  named 
Coach  of  the  Year  in  District  26  that  year. 
In  the  1959-60  academic  vear,  the  men's 
basketball  team  won  its  third  North  State 
Conference  championship  title  in  four 
years.  "Fair  Star,"  a  historv  of  the  college, 
dubbed  this  group  "a  team  of  stars." 

Through  the  vears,  Shuford 
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Numerous  former  men's  basketball  players  gathered  for  a  reunion  at 
the  Shuford  Gym  50th  anniversary  basketball  game.  . 


Gymnasium  would  see  many  more 
exciting  games.  John  Lentz  '74  has  served 
as  men's  basketball  coach  since  1986  and 
is  a  four-time  South  Atlantic  Conference 
Coach  of  the  Year.  One  of  the  colleges 
most  well-known  alumni,  Rick  Barnes 
'77,  now  head  coach  of  the  University  of 
Texas  Longhorns,  played  in  Shuford  Gym 
while  a  student. 

The  Lady  Bears  basketball  team 
also  had  its  share  of  glory.  In  1976,  the 
team  won  the  NCAIA  Championship 
under  Coach  Dale  Abernathy.  Other 
NCAIA  Championships  were  earned  in 
1979-80,  1980-81  and  1981-82  under 
Coach  Pat  Smith.  In  2002-03,  the  team 


won  the  Food  Lion/SAC  Tournament 
Championship  and  earned  a  berth  in 
NCAA  Division  II  playoffs  under  Coach 
Karen  Barefoot. 

Dave  Markland,  now  in  his  fourth 
year  as  head  volleyball  coach,  has  made 
impressive  strides  in  that  program.  In 
2003,  he  guided  the  team  to  its  first-ever 
SAC  Regular  Season  Championship 
and  a  berth  in  the  NCAA  Division  II 
playoffs  and  was  named  SAC  Coach  of 
the  Year.  In  2004,  the  team  was  SAC  co- 
champions  and  advanced  to  the  NCAA 
Division  II  playoffs.  In  2006,  the  team 
was  once  again  SAC  co-champions. 

Shuford  Gym  has  also  been  the  site 


Members  of  the  2006  Volleyball  Team  were  recognized  at  the  Shuford  Gym 

celebration.  On  the  front  row  (left  to  right)  are  Kim  Jackson;  Christine  Todd; 

Catherine  Fulton,  SAC  All-Tournament  Team;  Lauren  McLelland,  Second  Team 

All-Conference;  and  Jordan  Ledfbrd,  SAC  All-Freshmen  Team.  On  the  back  row, 

left  to  right  are  Kassi  Henry;  Angela  Danley,  assistant  coach;  Stephanie  Carter; 

Katie  Sloan;  Katie  Novacek,  Second  Team  All-Conference;  Abby  Smith,  First  Team 

All-Conference;  Natalie  Krause;  Kathryn  Phillips,  SAC  Co-Scholar  Athlete  of  the  Year, 

Second  Team  All-Conference;  and  Dave  Markland,  SAC  Coach  of  the  Year. 


of  many  commencement  ceremonies  and 
other  special  events.  On  March  20,  1979, 
President  Gerald  Ford  gave  a  campaign 
speech  there.  A  capacity  crowd  packed 
the  gym  to  hear  him,  while  another 
2,500  stood  outside  in  the  rain,  hoping 
to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  president.  On 
Oct.  6,  2005,  celebrated  sportswriter 
Frank  Deford  was  interviewed  there  by 
WFAE  radio  host  Mike  Collins  as  part 
of  the  colleges  Visiting  Writers  Series. 

Twenty-two  years  after  the 
dedication  of  the  gym,  the  Shuford 
Physical  Education  Center  was  added. 
It  was  named  in  memory  of  A.  Alex 
Shuford  Jr.,  who  was  a  college  trustee 
when  he  died  on  Dec.  25,  1971.  In  his 
estate,  he  left  the  college  $500,000  in 
the  form  of  a  challenge  grant  to  improve 
the  Shuford  gym  and  other  college 
recreational  facilities.  The  gift  was 
contingent  upon  an  additional  $500,000 
being  raised  by  the  college  within 
six  months  of  his  death.  A  campaign 
chaired  by  O.  Leonard Moretz  raised 
$600,000  within  the  required  time. 
However,  the  project  was  delayed  due  to 
changes  in  plans  and  inflation.  By  1977, 
it  was  clear  that  the  addition  would  cost 
between  $1.9  million  and  $2  million. 
The  additional  funds  for  this  project, 
plus  funding  for  other  college  needs, 
were  raised  in  the  Greater  Catawba 
Valley  and  Alumni  Campaign  of  1 977 
chaired  by  Charles  D.  Dixon.  The 
physical  education  center  was  dedicated 
on  Sept.  29,  1979.  It  included  the 
Moretz  Gym,  office  space  for  coaches,  a 
swimming  pool  and  a  boardroom  for  the 
Piedmont  Educational  Foundation.      H 


a 


Spring   2007 


HflH3  (MKfeomBiE] 

stresses  fundamentals 


Above  the  office  door  of  Head 
Football  Coach  Fred  Goldsmith  hangs 
a  banner.  It  reads:  "Men  of  genius  are 
admired.  Men  of  wealth  are  envied.  Men 
of  power  are  feared.  Men  of  character  are 
remembered  and  trusted." 

Every  time  the  football  players  and 
assistant  coaches  enter  the  weight  room, 
they  see  that  banner.  Nearby  is  another 
banner:  "My  last  name  is  LRC." 

These  slogans  are  part  of  what  the 
new  football  coach  is  trying  to  instill  in  his 
team.  Or,  as  he  told  his  assistants  during 
a  staff  meeting,  "You  have  to  emphasize 
the  fundamentals  —  over,  and 
over,  and  over  again.  Insist  they 
do  it  right  every  time.  Don't 
let  them  become  sloppy  in  the 
fundamentals.  That's  the  trick." 

And  Goldsmith  should 
know.  He  has  had  a  long 
and  distinguished  career  as 
a  football  coach,  being  twice 
named  national  coach  of  the 
year  when  he  led  the  programs 
at  Duke  and  Rice  universities. 
He  was  also  a  national  leader  in 
graduation  rates  for  his  players. 

When  Lenoir-Rhyne 
approached  him  about  taking 
over  the  Bears  program,  he 
was  retired  from  coaching. 
However,  he  had  kept  "close 
to  the  game"  through  his  work 
as  a  color  analyst  for  Western 
Carolina  University  and  by  working  with 
the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes. 

There  were  many  factors  that  caused 
him  to  come  out  of  retirement  to  lead  the 
Bears.  "I  think  it's  in  your  blood  and  it 
never  quite  leaves  you,"  he  said.  However, 
he  noted,  "I  would  not  have  gone  just 
anywhere." 

By  the  time  L-R  officials  approached 
him  about  the  job,  they  had  made  a 
commitment  to  making  some  necessary 
changes.  Having  a  winning  team  is  more 
than  just  having  a  good  coach,  he  said. 
"A  lot  of  things  are  based  on  institutional 
attitude  and  leadership.  I  felt  like 
everybody  was  on  the  same  page  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne.  I  see  myself  as  being  a  fortunate 
beneficiary  of  that  attitude." 

Goldsmith  admitted  that  the  college 


had  had  "a  rough  12  years."  During  that 
time,  the  Bears  had  1 1  losing  seasons. 

The  college  agreed  to  add  more 
coaching  positions  after  Goldsmith  pointed 
out  that  they  were  understaffed  compared 
to  other  colleges  in  their  conference. 
He  brought  with  him  Mike  Houston  as 
defensive  coordinator  and  Blake  Harrell  as 
linebackers  coach.  Houston  was  a  highly 
successful  coach  at  Robertson  High  School 
in  Asheville,  N.C.  (winning  45  games  in 
five  years),  and  later  served  as  defensive 
coordinator  at  Brevard  College.  Harrell 
was  an  assistant  under  Goldsmith  when 
he  coached  the  Franklin  (North  Carolina) 


High  School  team,  where  he  posted  the 
most  wins  in  the  school's  history  (47-14). 
Goldsmith  also  moved  assistant  coach 
Trent  Lowman  from  part-time  to  full-time. 

One  of  the  fundamentals,  of  course,  is 
recruiting  talented  players.  Goldsmith  said 
he  is  well  pleased  with  this  year's  recruiting 
class.  He  said  he  felt  the  team  had  been 
looking  too  far  afield  for  talent,  and  should 
concentrate  on  recruiting  in  western 
North  Carolina.  In  particular,  he  said,  the 
college  should  rely  on  its  many  alumni 
who  are  high  school  coaches  to  recommend 
prospects. 

This  year,  the  team  only  signed  seven 
out-of-state  players.  The  other  18  are  from 
North  Carolina.  All  but  two  come  from 
schools  within  two-and-a-half  hours  of 
Hickory. 

Goldsmith  said  he  is  looking  for 


more  than  athletic  talent.  He's  looking  for 
players  who  are  good  students  and  who 
have  an  intense  desire  to  succeed.  "We 
want  somebody  who  can  graduate  and 
represent  the  college  well,"  he  said.  He 
added  that  "the  better  the  student,  the 
fewer  problems."  Good  students  are  often 
eligible  for  academic  scholarships  as  well  as 
athletic  ones. 

He  also  cited  the  McCrorie  Center 
as  a  recruiting  plus.  "It's  better  than  any 
facility  in  our  conference,"  he  said.  In 
addition,  the  friendliness  of  the  faculty, 
staff  and  students  makes  prospects  want 
to  come  here.  Another  bonus 
is  the  planned  addition  of  a 
track  program  next  year.  A 
new  track  will  be  one  of  the 
projects  funded  through  the 
recent  $5.1  million  gift  by  John 
'72  and  Marilyn  '73  Moretz. 
Goldsmith  said  he's  hoping 
some  of  the  players  will  be  able 
to  play  on  both  teams. 

But  isn't  everyone  looking 
for  players  who  are  good 
athletes,  good  students  and 
who  have  good  character 
and  intensity?  How  can 
L-R  compete  with  the  big 
universities?  He  responded 
with  a  smile,  "It's  not  my  job 
to  compete  with  Carolina  and 
Clemson.  We  don't  play  them." 

Goldsmith  has  instituted 
a  rigorous  weight  training  and  cardio 
workout  schedule  for  the  football  team. 
The  first  scrimmages  will  be  played  in  late 
March.  Then  they  will  get  down  to  the 
final  preparations  in  August. 

Goldsmith  admits  that  the  team  is 
still  fairly  young.  Next  year  there  will 
only  be  eight  or  nine  returning  seniors. 
"That's  a  litde  scary,"  he  admitted.  While 
he's  not  making  any  predictions  about  the 
upcoming  season,  he's  optimistic. 

On  the  wall  behind  his  desk  are  three 
portraits  of  the  legendary  Coach  Clarence 
Stasavich  35,  Lenoir-Rh)rnes  most 
successful  coach  ever.  "It  kind  of  reminds 
me  of  what  we  need  to  do,"  he  said. 

For  more  information  about  Goldsmith 
and  the  Bears  football  program,  go  to 
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Nursing  student  studies 
Hmong  medical  beliefs 

Mee  Yang,  a  senior  nursing 
student  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  College,  has 
completed  an  honors  thesis  about 
Hmong  health-care  beliefs. 

Yang  is  a  member  of  the  Hmong 
ethnic  group  and  was  born  in  a  refugee 
camp  in  Thailand.  She  moved  with 
her  family  to  California  when  she 
was  2  years  old,  and  moved  to  North 
Carolina  in  1998.  Many  Hmong 
formerly  lived  in  Laos  and  were 
recruited  by  the  CIA  to  fight  on  the 
American  side  during  the  Vietnam 
War.  Following  the  war,  many  Hmong 
were  forced  to  flee  their  homeland  and 
have  immigrated  to  the  United  States. 

Yang's  research  examined  whether 
Hmong  living  in  North  Carolina  still 
believe  in  and  practice  traditional 
medicine,  or  whether  they  have 
abandoned  those  practices  in  favor  of 
Western  medicine. 

Yang  said  she  wanted  to  conduct 
the  research  because  she  wondered 
how  much  the  Hmong-Americans  had 
retained  of  their  traditional  culture. 
She  explained  that  most  Hmong  do 
not  reject  Western  medicine,  but 
often  try  traditional  treatments  first. 
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L-R  joins 
Teaching  Fellows 
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Lenoir-Rhyne  College  recently 
learned  it  had  been  accepted 
into  the  North  Carolina  Teaching 
Fellows  Program.  Out  of  36  private 
colleges  and  universities  in  the 
state,  L-R  is  one  of  only  five 
chosen  to  participate. 

The  Teaching  Fellows  Program  encourages  outstanding  high  school  students 
to  choose  a  teaching  career.  Each  student  chosen  for  the  highly  selective 
program  receives  a  loan/scholarship  of  $26,000  from  the  state,  payable 
in  $6,500  annual  increments.  The  full  loan  is  forgiven  after  the  Fellow  has 
completed  four  years  of  teaching  in  North  Carolina  public  schools.  In  addition, 
the  participants  will  be  involved  in  a  series  of  enrichment  activities  designed 
to  develop  leadership.  Lenoir-Rhyne  plans  to  accept  15  Teaching  Fellows  in  the 
freshman  class  that  will  enter  in  2007. 


These  can  include  herbal  medicines 
and  consulting  a  shaman  for  a  healing 
ceremony.  Many  Hmong  believe  that 
tried  and  true  methods  should  not  be 
abandoned  since  they  have  worked  for 
many  generations. 

Of  the  9 1  Hmong  surveyed,  47 
percent  still  hold  traditional  health-care 
beliefs.  Younger  Hmong  were  less  likely 
to  do  so.  They  were  also  less  likely  to 
be  aware  of  some  of  the  traditional 
Hmong  beliefs  about  health.  Yang 
concluded  that  many  influences 
contributed  to  these  findings,  including 
Hmong  culture  illiteracy,  successful 
acculturation  and  assimilation,  and 
adopting  Western  beliefs  such  as  the 
concept  of  the  individual. 


At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Linda 
Reece,  chair  of  the  L-R  Nursing 
Division,  Yang  submitted  her  research 
to  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
Undergraduate  Research  and  Creativity 
Symposium,  held  recently  at  North 
Carolina  State  University.  Her 
work  was  accepted,  and  she  traveled 
to  NCSU  for  a  daylong  program 
honoring  undergraduate  research 
throughout  the  state. 
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The  Lenoir-Rhyne  Business  Council 
will  recognize  John  Moretz  '73  as 
this  year's  Business  Leader  of  the 
Year.  A  luncheon  in  his  honor  will 
be  held  at  11:30  a.m.  April  18  at 
the  Holiday  Inn  Select. 

Tickets  are  $40  for  Business 
Council  members,  $60  for  non- 
members  and  $300  for  a  table  of 
eight.  To  reserve  your  tickets,  call 
828-328-7108. 
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Biology  students  participate  in  symposium 

Two  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  biology  students  participated  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  Undergraduate  Research  and  Creativity  Symposium,  held  recently  at 
North  Carolina  State  University. 

Anna  Grove  of  Danville,  Calif.,  and  Cynthia  Watts  of  Cherryville,  N.C., 
attended  the  conference  with  Dr.  Marsha  Fanning,  biology  professor  and  chair 
of  the  L-R  School  of  Natural  Sciences.  Grove  researched  mutations  affecting  the 
bromodomain  homology  region  of  the  YTA7  gene.  Watts'  topic  was  "Differences 
in  Growth  of  Chaetomium  globosum  on  Three  Different  Species  of  Wood." 
Chaetomium  globosum  is  a  kind  of  soft-rot  fungus  that  decomposes  the  lignin  and 
cellulose  in  wood. 

Grove  is  a  senior  in  the  biology  honors  program  who  hopes  to  attend  medical 
school.  Watts  is  a  senior  double  majoring  in  biology  and  chemistry  who  graduated 
in  December  with  honors  in  biology.  She  hopes  to  attend  graduate  school. 


Lenoir-Rhyne  College  biology  students  Cynthia  Watts  (left)  and  Anna  Grove 
(right)  stand  with  Dr.  Marsha  Fanning  (center)  in  front  of  Watts'  poster  at  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  Undergraduate  Research  and  Creativity  Symposium 
held  recently  in  Raleigh. 


Professor  receives 
Honor  Award 


Dr.  Katherine  Pasour,  chair  of  the 
School  of  Health  Sciences,  has 
been  recognized  with  the  2006 
Honor  Award  by  her  professional 
organization,  the  North  Carolina 
Alliance  for  Athletics,  Health, 
Physical  Education,  Recreation 
and  Dance.  The  Honor  Award  is 
the  highest  level  of  professional 
recognition  given  to  a  member. 

Pasour  is  chair  of  the  School 
of  Health  Sciences  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  College,  a  position  she 
has  held  since  2001 .  She  is  also 
K-12  Physical  Education  Program 
coordinator  and  associate 
professor  in  the  Division  of 
Healthful  Living  and  Sports  Studies. 


L-R  begins  High  School  Scholars  Academy 

Lenoir-Rhyne  College  will  begin  a  High  School  Scholars  Academy  next  fall  for  high-achieving  high  school  seniors  in 
Catawba  County. 

Students  admitted  to  the  program  will  enroll  in  high  school  English  plus  three  college  courses  in  the  fall.  They  will  enroll 
in  advanced  placement  English  and  three  college  courses  in  the  spring.  Tuition  for  the  program  will  be  Si, 000  per  semester, 
plus  the  cost  of  books. 

The  academy  plans  to  admit  30  students  for  the  coming  school  year.  A  waiting  list  will  be  established  once  the  first  30 
slots  are  filled.  Registration  for  classes  will  take  place  in  mid-May.  The  High  School  Scholars  will  not  live  on  campus  and  must 
provide  their  own  transportation. 

Factors  that  will  be  considered  for  admission  include  (but  are  not  limited  to)  high  school  GPA;  courses  taken  in  high 
school;  SAT,  ACT,  PSAT  or  PLAN  scores;  and  high  school  or  community  involvement.  For  more  information  about 
admissions  procedures,  call  Mary  Ami  Gosnell  at  828-328-7300. 
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fyler  Gates  receives  Community  Impact  Award 

Tyler  Gates,  a  junior  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  College,  recently  received  the  inaugural 
North  Carolina  Campus  Compact  Community  Impact  Student  Award.  This  award 
will  be  presented  each  year  to  students  who  have  made  significant,  innovative 
contributions  to  campus-based  efforts  to  address  community  needs.  Gates  was 
one  of  21  college  students  from  across  North  Carolina  to  be  recognized. 

Gates,  who  is  from  Alexandria,  Va.,  leads  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  Campus  Crusade 
for  Christ  and  serves  on  the  Executive  Council  in  his  fraternity,  Pi  Kappa  Phi. 

Last  year,  he  was  the  chapter  chair  of  the  fund-raising  efforts  for  PUSH  America, 
a  philanthropy  of  Pi  Kappa  Phi  that  raises  awareness  and  funds  to  help  persons 
with  disabilities.  Under  his  leadership,  the  chapter,  which  had  11  members  at 
the  time,  raised  $8,000  for  the  organization.  For  their  efforts,  the  L-R  chapter 
received  the  fraternity's  Altruist  Award,  representing  the  most  money  raised  per 
fraternity  member. 

The  L-R  fraternity  also  helped  build  a  wheelchair  ramp,  and  did  other  direct 
service  projects.  "It  is  one  of  the  most  important  things  about  being  in  the 
fraternity  —  giving  back  to  the  community,"  Gates  said. 

Gates  is  double  majoring  in  corporate  communications,  and  family  and  youth  ministry  while  holding  a  3.8  grade  point 
average.  He  plans  to  spend  next  summer  in  Costa  Rica  studying  Spanish.  After  graduation,  he  said  he  would  like  to  become 
a  missionary  in  a  Spanish-speaking  country.  Gates  is  currently  an  intern  at  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  of  Hickory. 


Communication  honor  society  chartered 

Lenoir-Rhyne  College  recently  inducted  10  students  into  the  newly  chartered  Upsilon  Chi  chapter  of  Lambda  Pi  Eta,  an 
international  honor  society  for  communication  majors. 

To  be  eligible  for  membership,  students  must  have  completed  60  semester  hours  of  college  courses  and  at  least  12  semester 
hours  in  the  field  of  communication.  They  must  have  a  cumulative  grade  point  average  of  at  least  3.0  and  a  communication 
GPA  of  at  least  3.25.  Members  must  also  show  a  commitment  to  the  field  of  communication. 

Charter  members  of  the  Upsilon  Chi  chapter  of  Lambda  Pi  Eta  are  (left  to  right):  Sarah  Orr;  Maxwell Mauney,  treasurer; 
Megan  McClure,  secretary;  Lisa  Harris,  assistant  professor  of  communication  and  faculty  adviser;  Tyler  Gates;  Lauren 
Helton,  vice  president 
of  scholarship;  Lauren 
Hauser,  vice  president; 
Candace  Semmel, 
president;  Kristina 
Proctor;  Adam  Wilson; 
and  Jimmy  Rhine.  The 
guest  speaker  for  the 
induction  ceremony  was 
Jonathan  Ernst  '93,  a. 
free-lance  photojournalist 
in  Washington,  D.C. 
Many  of  his  photos  are 
distributed  by  Reuters 
news  service.  He  presented 
a  slide  show  of  his 
reporting  from  several 
foreign  countries. 
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English  student  presents 
at  conference 

Laura  Staley,  a  sophomore  English 
literature  major  at  Lenoir-Rhyne 
College,  recently  presented  a  scholarly 
paper  at  a  conference  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Division  of  the  Modern 
Languages  Association  in  Tucson,  Ariz. 

Her  paper  was  titled  "Dante's  Hell: 
Just  or  Generous?"  The  paper  was 
originally  written  for  an  English  course 
called  "Western  World  Literature 
Before  1 400."  Dr.  Jennifer  Heller, 
who  was  teaching  the  class,  encouraged 
Staley  to  submit  an  abstract  of  her 
paper  to  the  conference.  It  was 
accepted,  and  Staley  was  one  of  three 
undergraduate  students  who  presented 
at  a  session  called  "Undergraduates 
Unplugged." 

Staley  s  paper  analyzed  the  concept 
of  mercy  in  Dante's  literary  classic 
"The  Inferno,"  which  describes  the  fate 
of  sinners  who  are  condemned  to  hell. 
After  graduating  from  Lenoir-Rhyne, 
Staley  plans  to  attend  graduate  school. 

She  is  currently  the  literary  editor 
of  the  Hacawa,  the  college  yearbook;  a 
reporter  for  The  Lenoir-Rhynean,  the 
student  newspaper;  a  member  of  the 
board  of  Cantos,  the  college  literary 
magazine;  a  student  assistant  for  the 
Visiting  Writers  Series;  and  a  resident 
advisor  for  Isenhour  residence  hall. 


Psychology  professor  participates  in  conference 

Dr.  Karen  Dill,  associate  professor  of 
psychology  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  College, 
recently  participated  in  the  National 
Summit  on  Video  Game  Violence  and 
Public  Policy. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  The 
National  Institute  on  Media  and  the 
Family  and  the  Center  for  the  Study 
of  Violence  at  Iowa  State  University. 
It  was  held  to  bring  together  the  top 
psychologists  in  the  area  of  video 
game  violence  with  the  video  game 
industry  and  policy  figures. 

Dill,  who  has  done  extensive  research 
on  the  effects  of  video  game  violence,  was  selected  to  serve  on  a  panel  on 
public  policy.  Her  topic  was  "Video  Games  and  Women's  Issues:  Research  and 
Implications  for  Education."  She  was  joined  on  the  panel  by  professors  from 
Yale,  Pepperdine  and  Pennsylvania  State  universities. 

Dill  also  serves  on  the  American  Psychological  Association  Committee  on 
Interactive  Media  Violence,  which  is  working  with  the  video  game  industry  to 
improve  the  ratings  system. 

Dill  has  been  interviewed  by  numerous  members  of  the  news  media  on  the 
subject  of  video  game  violence  and  its  effects  on  American  youth.  More 
information  about  Dill  and  her  research  is  available  at  www.lrc.edu/psy/dillk. 


John  Updike,  considered  one 
of  the  masters  of  contemporary 
American  fiction,  gave  a 
reading  and  discussion  of 
his  work  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  on 
Nov.  16  as  part  of  the  Visiting 
Writers  Series.  Here,  he  talks 
to  L-R  students  before  his 
public  presentation.  Other 
writers  included  in  this  year's 
series  have  included  James 
Bradley,  Tony  Abbott,  Nikky 
Finney  and  Christopher  Paul 
Curtis.  The  final  author  will  be 
noted  environmental  poet  Gary 
Snyder,  who  will  read  from  his 
work  at  8  p.m.  April  19  in  the 
P.E.  Monroe  Auditorium.  More 
information  about  the  Visiting 
Writers  Series  may  be  found  at 
www.lrc.edu/visitingwriters. 
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L-R  presents  Community  Service  Awards 

This  year  the  L-R  Board  of  Trustees  selected  Becky  and  Robert  Hart,  and  JoAnn  Spees  to  receive  Community  Service 
Awards.  Campus  recipients  of  the  awards  included  Kappa  Omicron  chapter  of  Theta  Xi  fraternity,  junior  Tyler  Gates  and  Dr. 
Karen  Dill,  associate  professor  of  psychology. 

The  Harts  were  recognized  for  their  efforts  to  preserve  the  region's  past  through  the  construction  of  Harts  Square  on  their 
property.  This  project  involved  moving  more  than  60  historic,  log  buildings  to  the  property.  The  "pioneer  village"  was  then 
furnished  in  authentic  fashion.  For  one  day  each  year,  the  public  is  invited  to  visit  the  village  as  volunteers  dress  in  period 
costume  and  serve  as  history  re-enactors. 

Spees,  who  is  director  of  the  Catawba  County  Council  on  Adolescents,  was  recognized  for  her  tireless  work  on  behalf  of 
the  regions  young  people.  She  has  also 
volunteered  at  her  church  and  with  other 
community  organizations. 

The  Kappa  Omicron  chapter  of  Theta 
Xi  fraternity  was  the  campus  organization 
recognized.  Fraternity  members  have  spent 
many  hours  volunteering  with  community 
groups  such  as  Habitat  for  Humanity. 

Gates  was  the  student  chosen  for  this 
honor  based  on  his  fund-raising  efforts  for 
PUSH  America,  the  national  philanthropy 
of  Pi  Kappa  Phi  fraternity.  Last  year, 
his  chapter  raised  the  most  money  per 
fraternity  member  of  any  chapter  in  the 
nation.  PUSH  America  raises  awareness 
and  funds  to  assist  persons  with  disabilities. 

Dill  was  the  faculty  member  who 
received  the  award.  The  associate  professor 
of  psychology  was  honored  for  her  efforts 
to  inform  others  about  the  harmful  effects 
of  video  game  violence  on  young  people. 
Her  research  in  this  field  has  been  widely 
reported  in  this  country  and  abroad. 


Dr.  Wayne  Powell  (center),  college  president,  congratulates  the  recipients  of 
L-R's  annual  Community  Service  Awards.  Standing,  left  to  right,  are  Jimmy 
Rhine  and  Robert  "Smitty"  Oakes,  representing  the  Kappa  Omicron  Chapter 
of  Theta  Xi  fraternity;  JoAnn  Spees;  Powell;  Becky  and  Robert  Hart,  and 
Tyler  Gates.  Not  pictured  is  Dr.  Karen  Dill. 


The  Rev.  Julius  Carroll,  director  for 
African-American/Black  Ministries- 
Multicultural  Ministries  for  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  was  this  year's  Martin 
Luther  King  Day  speaker.  Following 
an  address  to  the  college  and  Hickory 
community  in  RE.  Monroe  Auditorium, 
he  participated  in  the  annual  Martin 
Luther  King  Day  March  sponsored  by 
the  youth  of  the  Hickory  NAACP.  He 
also  preached  at  the  Hickory  Museum 
of  Art  on  the  Sunday  before  the  holiday. 
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Adrian  Blewitt  to  lead  both  soccer  teams 

— 1     Adrian  Blewitt  has  been  promoted 

to  director  of  soccer.  Formerly 
the  head  men's  soccer  coach,  he 
will  now  lead  the  women's  soccer 
program  as  well. 

Blewitt  just  finished  his  second 
season  at  the  helm  of  the  men's 
squad  and  has  compiled  a  record 
of  32-8-2  at  Lenoir-Rhyne.  In  2006, 
Blewitt  led  the  Bears  to  their  best 

^  season  in  school  history  with  a 

19-1-1  record  and  a  national  No. 
5  final  ranking  in  NCAA  Division  II. 
L-R  also  won  the  Food  Lion  SAC 
»»«wbs  Tournament  and  earned  a  berth  in 

the  NCAA  Division  II  Appalachian 

'     Regional  Finals.  For  his 

accomplishments,  Blewitt  was  named  this  year's  South  Atlantic  Conference 
Men's  Soccer  Coach  Of  The  Year. 
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Playmakers  present  folk  opera 

The  Playmakers  of  Lenoir-Rhyne  performed  the  American  folk  opera  "Down 
in  the  Valley"  earlier  this  semester. 

Presented  in  collaboration  with  the  Kurt  Weill  Foundation,  it  was  part  of 
the  School  of  Fine  Arts  and  Friends  of  Music  series.  The  production  featured  a 
26-piece  orchestra  conducted  by  John  Gordon  Ross  of  the  Western  Piedmont 
Symphony. 

The  production  uses  famous  American  tunes  connected  by  original  choral 
music.  The  composer  was  Kurt  Weill,  a  contemporary  of  George  Gershwin.  Weill 
is  best  known  for  "The  Threepenny  Opera,"  which  includes  the  song  "Mac  the 
Knife." 


Volleyball  player 
receives  honors 

Kathryn  Phillips  '07  was  named  to 
the  ESPN  The  Magazine  Academic  Ail- 
American  Women's  Volleyball  College 
Division  Second  Team. 

Phillips,  from  Lexington,  N.C., 
completed  her  psychology  degree  a 
semester  early  in  December,  while 
earning  a  4.0  grade  point  average. 

She  was  also  the  2005-06  recipient 
of  the  PEF/Bears  Club  Scholar  Athlete 
of  the  Year,  given  annually  to  Lenoir- 
Rhyne's  male  and  female  student- 
athletes  with  the  highest  grade  point 
average. 

In  addition,  Phillips  was  named  the 
2006  South  Atlantic  Conference 
Volleyball  Co-Scholar  Athlete  of  the 
Year.  On  the  court,  Phillips  was  a 
second-team  All-SAC  selection  in 
2005  and  2006  and  led  the  Bears  to 
the  South  Atlantic  Conference  Regular 
Season  Championship,  their  second 
title  in  three  years. 

Phillips  topped  the  league  in  total 
blocks  (149)  while  finishing  second  on 
the  team  in  kills  with  387  and  leaves 
Lenoir-Rhyne  as  the  school's  all-time 
leader  in  blocks  with  561 . 

While  at  L-R,  she  also  served  as 
president  of  the  school's  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes  and  Psy  Chi  honors 
society,  and  as  vice  president  of  her 
sorority,  Kappa  Delta. 
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Eleanor  Carolyn  Bnsch  Schnitzel  '40 

was  an  individual  who  remembered  her 
friends  and  her  college.  Through  her 
esrate,  she  has  made  a  gift  that  will  add 
approximately  $  1  million  to  the  colleges 
endowment  to  support  the  Carl  Rudisill 
Library.  The  new  endowment  will 
provide  library  materials  and  operational 
support  for  years  to  come. 

Part  of  the  money  has  already  been 
used  to  help  Lenoir-Rhyne  join  the 
Appalachian  College  Association.  This 
group  consists  of  36  private  colleges 
and  universities  in  the  Appalachian 
region  that  share  resources,  including 
library  materials.  Schnitzel  began  her 
college  years  at  the  Woman's  College 
of  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
(now  the  University  of  North  Carolina- 
Greensboro).  She  transferred  to  L-R  as  a 
junior  and  earned  a  degree  in  chemistry. 
While  at  L-R,  she  was  a  member  of  the 
YWCA,  the  Ladies'  Bible  Class  and 
Luther  League.  She  was  also  a  member  of 
Playmakers  and  the  Literary  Society. 

After  graduation,  she  returned 
home  to  Palisades  Park,  N.J.  She  also 
did  graduate  study  at  Stevens  Institute  of 
Technology  in  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  one  of 
the  leading  technological  universities  in 
the  world. 

Schnitzel  began  her  career  as  an 
industrial  chemist  at  Westinghouse 
Electric  in  Bloomfield,  N.J.  There  she 
met  her  future  husband,  Randolph  H. 
"Randy"  Schnitzel,  a  metallurgical 
engineer.  The  two  married  on  Dec. 
12,  1956.  They  continued  to  work  at 
Westinghouse  until  1965,  when  they 
moved  to  Newburg,  N.Y.  They  both 
worked  at  IBM's  facility  in  Fishkill,  N.Y., 
until  their  retirement. 
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Alumna  leaves  $1  million 
to  benefit  library 


In  a  handwritten  note  for  her  50th 
Class  Reunion,  she  wrote:  "Worked  as  a 
chemist  in  both  pharmaceutical  field  and 
metallurgical  research  project  on  organic 
synthesis  of  penicillin.  From  analytical 
work,  I  progressed  through  Research 
and  Development  to  administrative 
engineer.  Spent  quite  a  few  years  with 
Westinghouse  Electric  Co.  on  Naval 
Research  Project."  In  another  note,  she 
indicated  she  had  been  an  administrative 
engineer,  or  supervisor,  for  1 1  years. 

She  was  also  active  in  her  church, 
Our  Savior  Lutheran-Missouri  Synod 
of  Fishkill,  N.Y.  According  to  a  note  she 
wrote  for  her  50th  reunion,  she  taught 
Sunday  school  and  volunteered  at  the 
Poughkeepsie  Soup  Kitchen  through 
the  church's  women's  group.  For  a  1980 
reunion,  she  noted  that  she  was  active 
in  the  Lutheran  Alumni  Fellows  of  New 
York  City.  She  also  helped  produce  a 
fund-raising  booklet  for  the  Lutheran 
Foundation  of  Greater  New  York,  an 
organization  that  aided  Lutheran  college 
students. 

She  and  her  husband  were  both  only 
children  and  did  not  have  any  children  of 
their  own.  Eleanor  helped  care  for  both 
their  parents  in  their  later  years.  Randy 
and  Eleanor  enjoyed  traveling  in  the 
United  States,  Europe  and  Canada.  She 
was  an  animal  lover  who  once  owned  a 
horse  and  was  devoted  to  her  pet  cats. 

Randy  died  on  Sept.  30,  2004,  and 
she  died  less  than  a  year  later,  on  June  27, 
2005,  at  the  age  of  86. 

After  graduating  from  Lenoir- 
Rhyne,  she  maintained  contact  with 
some  of  her  fellow  students.  She  wrote 
that  the  special  things  she  remembered 
about  L-R  were  "friendships  started  that 
lasted  over  a  half  century"  and  "Christian 
professors  who  cared  for  their  students." 

One  of  her  closest  friends  was  Ruth 
Sigmon  '43,  her  Little  Sister  at  college. 


In  those  days,  each  freshman  woman  was 
assigned  a  Big  Sister  to  help  her  adjust  to 
college  life.  "She  was  great  fun  when  we 
were  in  college,"  Sigmon  recalled.  Later, 
when  Sigmon  was  a  missionary  in  India, 
Schnitzel  would  send  her  gift  boxes.  "She 
used  to  send  these  lovely  boxes  to  India 
—  with  jumbo  peanuts,"  she  said.  "She 
was  always  thoughtful."  Sigmon  said, 
"When  I  would  come  home,  she  would 
take  me  to  Mama  Leone's  in  New  York" 
and  the  two  would  spend  time  catching 
up  on  their  lives. 

Sigmon  recalled  that  when  they 
were  students  at  L-R,  Eleanor  was  more 
sophisticated  than  some  of  her  friends 
from  the  rural  South.  She  even  dyed 
her  hair  blond,  a  somewhat  scandalous 
practice  at  the  time  in  Hickory.  "She 
loved  L-R  like  no  other  alumnus," 
Sigmon  said. 

Ruby  Moose  Heafner  '43  was 

also  friends  with  Schnitzel.  The  two 
lived  on  the  same  floor  in  Mauney 
Hall.  "She  always  had  an  outgoing 
personality,"  she  recalled.  "She  always 
looked  on  the  positive  side  of  things." 
The  two  exchanged  Christmas  cards  and 
corresponded  until  Schnitzel's  death. 

Heafner  received  the  last  letter  from 
her  friend  in  December  2004,  shortly 
after  Schnitzel's  husband  had  died.  In 
this  letter,  Schnitzel  wrote  about  the 
difficulty  of  her  loss.  "Ruby,  you're  lucky 
you  have  your  son  and  a  daughter  and 
family  who  come  to  visit.  Randy  and 
I  were  only  children  so  never  had  any 
brothers  or  sisters  or  nieces  and  nephews. 
Just  a  lot  of  old  folks." 

But  even  in  her  time  of  grief, 
Schnitzel  continued  to  express  love  and 
concern  for  her  friend:  "I  hope  you  are 
feeling  well,"  she  wrote.  "I  never  took 
you  off  my  daily  prayer  list.  I  know  God 
hears  our  every  word."  H 
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Hubert  Park  '31 
leaves  endowment  gift 


Dr.  Hubert  Park  '31  loved  to  teach 
and  counsel  college  students.  After  his 
death  at  age  94,  he  left  his  alma  mater 
$140,000,  which  will  be  added  to 
the  Hubert  V.  and  Mary  Herman  Park 
Scholarship  Endowment. 

Park  taught  mathematics  at  N.C. 
State  University  for  57  years,  the  last 
10  years  as  a  part-time  volunteer.  He 
received  Outstanding  Teacher  Awards 
in  1966  and  1969,  and  was  cited  in  the 
top  5  percent  of  the  faculty  as  those 
"who  contributed  most  to  my  education 
while  at  NCSIT  in  1969,  1974  and 
1976.  In  1986,  he  received  NCSU's 
Watauga  Medal,  the  university's  highest 
nonacademic  honor. 


"Dr.  Park's  estate  gift  is  typical  of 
how  he  dedicated  his  life  to  supporting 
education",  said  Dr.  Wayne  Powell, 
president  of  Lenoir- Rhyne.  "The  Park 
endowment  will  provide  in  perpetuity 
opportunities  for  students  to  grow  and 
develop  intellectually.'' 

In  1987,  Park  received  the  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  College  Distinguished  Alumnus 
Award.  The  program  for  that  event 
included  the  following  statement:  "He 
is  the  sort  of  man  who  epitomizes 
what  Lenoir-Rhyne  strives  to  produce 
in  a  graduate.  Firmly  committed  to 
helping  others  through  his  vocation,  he 
is  also  a  fine  churchman,  community 
citizen,  and  husband,  father  and 
grandfather."  In  1997,  he  and  his  wife, 
Mary  Alice  Herman  Park,  established 
an  endowment  at  L-R  to  support 
scholarships  lor  students  majoring  in 
sacred  music  or  mathematics.  Hubert 
Park  died  on  Dec.  28,  2006.  His  wife  of 


63  years  preceded  him  in  death.  He  had 
been  an  active  member  of  Holy  Trinity 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Raleigh 
since  1934. 

After  graduating  from  Lenoir- 
Rhyne,  he  earned  a  master's  degree  and 
doctorate  in  mathematics  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel 
Hill.  In  addition  to  teaching  at  NCSU, 
he  also  served  in  several  administrative 
posts  with  the  Mathematics  Department 
and  was  president  of  the  NCSU 
Scientific  Society  of  Sigma  Xi.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  Phi  Kappa  Phi  and 
was  listed  in  Who's  Who  in  American 
Education. 

Hubert  Park  served  on  the 
L-R  Board  of  Trustees  from  1965  to 
1968,  and  was  a  member  of  the  colleges 
Institutional  Advancement  Council 
Church  Task  Force.  He  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  college's  Founders, 
President's  and  Heritage  societies.  H 


John  Dallas  Brinkley  III  ' 
^  J,      establishes  scholarship 
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John  Dallas  Brinkley  III  '73  of 

Newton  has  established  a  scholarship  at 
Lenoir-Rhyne  College  to  assist  students 
from  Catawba  County  who  are  pursuing 
a  business  administration  degree  and 
have  financial  need. 

While  a  student,  Brinkley  was  active 
in  Playmakers  and  Theta  Xi  fraternity. 
He  is  president  of  Best  Builders  Markets 
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Inc.  and  secretaiy  of  Brinkley  Lumber  Co. 
Inc.  in  Rutherford  College,  N.C. 

The  John  Dallas  Brinkley  III 
Scholarship  will  be  funded  with  an  estate 
gift  of  $100,000.  Brinkley  said  he  wanted 
to  do  something  to  show  his  appreciation 
for  the  education  he  received  at  the 
college.  "Lenoir-Rhyne  has  people  who 
are  caring,  who  will  work  with  you  and 
help  you  succeed,"  he  said. 

Brinklev  earned  a  decree  in  English. 
He  has  always  worked  in  his  family's 
construction  business.  However,  he 
said  his  education  has  been  useful  in 


helping  him  with  public  speaking  and  in 
various  forms  of  written  communication. 
Also,  he  said  a  love  of  reading  enriches 
anyone's  life,  regardless  of  occupation. 

Brinkley  is  a  member  of  Holv  Frinitv 
Lutheran  Church  of  Hickorv,  where  he 
formerly  served  as  lay  assistant  minister. 
He  is  a  former  district  director  of  the 
North  Carolina  Jaycees,  a  member  of 
the  Sons  of  Confederate  Veterans,  the 
Spa  Athletic  Club  and  C  atawba  C  ountrv 
Club.  He  also  received  North  Carolina's 
highest  civilian  award,  the  Order  of  the 


Long  Leaf  Pine. 
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Philip  and  Haroldine  Peeler  '54  Aull 

of  Charlotte  have  established  a  scholar- 
ship at  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  to  benefit 
deserving  students  with  financial 
need  who  are  majoring  in  business  or 
accounting. 


Aulls  establish 
scholarship 


Haroldine  Aull  graduated  from 
Lenoir-Rhyne  with  a  degree  in  business 
administration.  While  a  student,  she  was 
on  the  staff  of  the  Lenoir- Rhynean  and 
a  member  of  the  A  Cappella  Choir.  She 
also  was  a  student  worker  in  the  college 
library. 

The  couple  has  two  daughters  and 
one  granddaughter  who  graduated  from 
Lenoir-Rhyne.  Philip  Aull  is  a  graduate 
of  Newberry  College.  "I  believe  strongly 
in  education,  especially  at  a  church- 
related  college,"  Haroldine  said. 

The  Aulls  opened  a  portrait  studio  in 
Charlotte  in  the  1960s,  Phil  Aull  Photo 
Studio.  He  was  the  photographer  while 
she  managed  the  business.  The  Aulls, 


who  are  now  semi-retired,  were  active 
in  numerous  professional  photography 
organizations.  They  are  members  of  St. 
Mark's  Lutheran  Church  in  Charlotte. 

They  have  two  daughters, 
Cynthia  Flehan  '79  and  Cassandra 
"Cassie"  Stone  '77.  One  of  the  Aulls' 
granddaughters,  Catherine  Stone  '04, 
is  also  a  graduate  of  Lenoir-Rhyne. 
Their  other  grandchildren  are  Philip 
Stone,  Mark  Stone,  Allison  Flehan  and 
Jonathan  Flehan. 

In  addition  to  establishing  the 
scholarship  fund  with  a  gift  of  $25,000, 
the  Aulls  plan  to  add  to  the  fund  through 
an  estate  gift.  H 


For  more  information  about  how  to  establish  an  estate  gift  benefiting  Lenoir-Rhyne  College,  contact  Rich 
Duncan  '88,  director  of  planned  giving,  at  828-328-7339  or  duncanr@lrc.edu. 

To  add  to  an  existing  endowment,  or  to  give  a  gift  in  honor  or  memory  of  someone,  contact  Vickie  Eckard 
'97,  director  of  development  operations,  at  828-328-7336,  or  eckardv@lrc.edu. 


Friends  of  Library 
purchase  painting 

The  Friends  of  the  Rudisill  Library  have 
purchased  this  original  painting  by  artist 
Pat  Pilkington.  It  will  be  displayed  in 
the  library.  Standing  from  left  to  right 
are  Pilkington;  Ginny  Moreland,  library 
director;  and  Dr.  Robert  Allen  '62,  chair 
of  the  Friends  of  the  Rudisill  Library.  This 
painting  was  one  of  those  displayed  in  the 
annual  Books  and  Brushes  event.  Each  fall, 
area  artists  are  invited  to  place  some  of 
their  work  in  the  library.  A  portion  of  any 
sales  benefits  the  library.  A  gala  dinner 
and  program  are  also  held  to  allow  library 
supporters  to  meet  the  artists  in  person. 
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Deaf  tuba  player 


How  can  a  deaf  person  play  the  tuba? 
That's  the  first  question  that  comes  to  mind 
when  you  hear  Lauren  Ballard's  story. 

But  there  are  even  more  surprises  when 
you  meet  her  face  to  face.  Ballard's  hearing 
loss  is  described  as  "profound."  She  describes 
what  that  means:  "Without  hearing  aids, 
I  would  hear  a  jet  plane  taking  off.  That's 
about  it." 

Yet  she  can  speak  clearly  and  participate 
in  conversation.  She  expects  to  graduate 
from  Lenoir-Rhyne  in  August  with  a  degree 
in  deaf  and  hard  of  hearing  education.  She 
will  also  earn  a  minor  in  music.  She  already 
has  a  job  lined  up,  teaching  in  Avery  County, 
N.C 

Ballard  was  probably  born  with  a 
hearing  loss,  although,  like  a  lot  of  other 
children,  she  wasn't  diagnosed  until  age 
3.  At  that  time,  her  hearing  loss  was 
described  as  moderate  to  severe. 

She  attended  the  public  schools  in 
Burke  County,  N.C,  where  her  only 
assistance  was  speech  therapy  in  her 
younger  years.  She  grew  up  speaking, 
and  didn't  learn  American  Sign  Language 
until  she  came  to  Lenoir-Rhyne.  She 
credits  her  parents,  especially  her  mother, 
with  constandy  talking  to  her,  reading  to 
her  and  encouraging  her. 

"Growing  up,  I  was  not  allowed 
to  use  my  hearing  as  an  excuse  for 
anything,"  she  said.  "That  probably 
helped." 

She  also  learned  "speech  reading," 
commonly  known  as  lip  reading.  This 
skill  is  difficult  to  master  since  only  about 
20  percent  to  30  percent  of  sounds  are 
visible.  The  meaning  of  the  speaker  has  to 
be  interpreted  by  context  and  other  visible 
clues. 

Ballard  loved  music  from  an  early  age. 
In  the  sixth  grade,  she  joined  the  band  and 
learned  to  play  the  flute.  Her  middle  school 
band  director  believed  she  could  never  play 
at  the  high  school  level.  "I  don't  like  being 
told  no,"  Ballard  said. 

Her  high  school  band  director  told  the 
class  that  he  had  too  many  flute  players. 
Some  of  them  would  have  to  drop  out  of 
band  or  switch  to  a  different  instrument. 
She  switched  to  the  tuba. 

While  in  high  school,  she  noticed  that 
her  hearing  was  getting  worse.  She  went 
to  an  audiologist,  who  confirmed  that 
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her  hearing  loss  was  now  in  the  severe  to 
profound  range.  Nevertheless,  she  continued 
to  do  well  in  school.  The  only  problem  she 
encountered  was  taking  a  Spanish  class. 

Her  hearing  has  continued  to  decline 
and  is  now  in  the  profound  range.  "I've 
gotten  used  to  it,"  she  said.  Her  new  hearing 
aids  help  her  continue  to  function. 
Because  of  her  love  of  music,  Ballard  first 
thought  she  would  study  to  become  a  music 
therapist.  She  enrolled  in  that  program  at 
Appalachian  State  University.  However,  after 
two  years,  she  was  told  she  couldn't  complete 
the  major  because  of  her  hearing  loss. 

Undeterred,  she  decided  to  transfer  to 


Lenoir-Rhyne  and  switch  her  major  to  deaf 
and  hard  of  hearing  education.  She  also 
auditioned  for  the  college's  Concert  Band, 
and  was  accepted.  She  now  takes  private 
lessons  from  Dr.  Chris  Nigrelli  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Brass  Ensemble. 

"She's  a  lot  of  fun  to  teach,"  he  said. 
"She's  determined,  she's  dedicated,  and 
she's  good  at  it.  What  it  takes  is  a  heck  of 
a  lot  of  determination.  In  a  way,  she's  a 
lot  more  acutely  aware  of  how  things  are 
communicated  (than  hearing  students)." 
He  added,  "She's  such  a  good  student.  We're 
lucky  to  have  her  here." 

Ballard  said,  "Lenoir-Rhyne  has  been 
really  good  for  me."  The  professors  have 
been  very  understanding,  and  she  has 
received  all  the  services  that  she  needed,  such 
as  note  takers  for  her  classes,  she  said. 


She  is  now  experimenting  with  using 
her  tuba  to  teach  deaf  children.  She  was 
encouraged  when  her  History  of  Music 
professor,  John  Gordon  Ross,  sent  her  an 
article  about  a  colleague  who  had  studied 
the  possibility  of  teaching  hard-of-hearing 
children  to  play  the  violin. 

"I  think  Lauren  is  a  super  person,  and  a 
very  hard-working  student,"  he  said.  "I  am 
excited  to  imagine  what  she  might  do  in  her 
teaching  career." 

Ballard  said  she  hopes  to  help  hard-of- 
hearing  children  experience  the  joy  of  music. 
"I  let  them  touch  the  tuba  and  listen  to  it 
at  the  same  time,"  she  said.  In  addition, 
she  has  found  that  she  can  model  speech 
on  the  tuba.  "With  the  tuba,  I  can  vary 
pitches  as  you  would  with  your  voice," 
she  said.  The  pattern  and  rhythm  of 
speech  are  often  elusive  for  people  who 
were  born  with  a  hearing  loss.  Ballard 
said  it's  also  possible  to  use  percussion 
instruments,  guitars  or  anything  with  a 
strong  vibration  in  this  manner. 

When  she  isn't  in  class,  Ballard  works 
part-time  at  a  local  grocery  store.  Last 
spring  she  worked  part-time  for  the 
Burke  County  Schools  as  a  deaf  and  hard- 
of-hearing  facilitator. 

She  has  now  been  selected  for 
membership  in  Kappa  Delta  Pi,  an 
education  honor  society.  This  spring, 
she  is  doing  her  student  teaching  at 
two  different  schools.  First  she  worked 
with  Robin  Homesley  '81  in  the  Moore 
County  Schools.  Later  this  spring,  she 
will  work  at  Casde,  a  private  school 
associated  with  the  University  of  North 
Carolina-Chapel  Hill.  All  the  Casde  students 
have  cochlear  implants,  which  pro\ide 
limited  hearing  for  profoundly  deaf  persons. 
The  school  uses  an  auditory-only  method  of 
instruction. 

Although  educators  are  divided  about 
whether  to  use  sign  language  or  an  oral 
approach  when  teaching  deaf  children, 
Ballard  said  she  thinks  it  depends  on  the 
child  and  his  or  her  parents. 

Ballard  said  she  expects  she  will 
eventually  lose  even  more  of  her  hearing,  but 
she  isn't  as  concerned  about  it  now  that  she 
knows  sign  language. 

"Musics  one  thing  I  love, "  she  said. 
"I'm  not  worried  about  my  hearing.  I'm 
going  to  lose  it  eventually.  Why  waste  my 
time  worrying  about  it?" 
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On  the  ground  in 


Fallujah 


Iraq 


ormer  Marine  Sgt. 
Russell  Meade  '94 

didn't  have  to  go  to 
Iraq;  he  volunteered. 
Meade,  now  37,  first 
joined  the  Marines 
in  1987,  right  after  high  school.  He 
was  on  active  duty  for  a  few  years 
and  then  a  member  of  the  Marine 
Reserves  while  attending  college. 
When  he  graduated  from  L-R 
in  1994,  he  left  the  Marines,  got 
married  and  started  a  family. 

He  had  a  good  job  with 
Piedmont  Vending,  a  wife  and 
three  children.  But  after  the 


terrorist  attacks  on  9/1 1,  he  felt  he 
should  do  something  to  help.  He 
volunteered  to  re-enlist,  but  only  if 
he  could  go  to  Iraq.  He  returned  to 
service  and  was  trained  as  a  public 
affairs  specialist.  In  January  2005, 
he  arrived  in  Fallujah,  which  had 
been  the  site  of  a  bloody  battle  the 
previous  November.  Most  of  the 
city's  400,000  civilians  had  fled 
before  the  battle.  When  Meade 
arrived,  the  city  lay  in  ruins.  About 
half  the  residents  had  returned  and 
started  to  rebuild. 

It  was  his  job  to  work  with 
the  local  Iraqis,  as  well  as  the  news 


Marine  Sgt.  Russell  Meade  '94  poses  with  Romi,  a  member  of  the 

Iraqi  Security  Force.  The  two  became  friends,  and  Meade  says 

he  thinks  of  Romi  often. 
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media.  Meade  spoke  a  little  Arabic, 
but  had  to  rely  on  translators. 

Every  Monday  morning,  there 
was  a  town  meeting  in  Fallujah. 
People  whose  property  had  been 
destroyed  or  damaged  would  ask  for 
compensation.  After  investigating 
the  claims,  the  U.S.  government 
would  compensate  the  local  people 
for  their  losses.  The  Marines 
provided  security  as  the  city  was 
rebuilt.  They  also  distributed  school 
supplies  and  helped  re-establish 
schools.  Meade  said  he  especially 
liked  helping  the  children. 

Gradually,  the  city  came  back 
to  life.  When  he  left  in  June  2005, 
parts  of  Fallujah  had  electricity  and 
running  water.  The  local  Iraqis  were 
also  learning  to  govern  themselves. 
One  of  his  proudest  moments  was 
helping  provide  security  for  the 
Iraqi  election.  Despite  threats  of 
violence,  about  60  percent  of  the 
population  voted. 

Little  by  little,  he  learned  more 
about  the  Iraqi  culture  and  the 
suffering  many  had  endured.  "We 
ran  into  many  torture  chambers  in 
the  city,"  he  said.  Many  Iraqis  bore 
the  scars  of  torture  at  the  hands  of 
Saddam  Hussein's  regime  or  various 
military  factions.  The  Iraqis  who 
worked  with  the  Americans  also 
risked  reprisals  from  terrorists,  who 
would  often  try  to  kill  them  and 
their  families.  Sometimes  it  was 
hard  to  separate  friend  from  foe, 
he  said.  However,  he  felt  most  of 
the  Iraqis  were  just  ordinary  people 
who  wanted  a  normal  life  and  a 
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chance  at  freedom. 

Meade  said  many  of  the 
insurgent  leaders  were  Islamic 
extremists  from  outside  the  country. 
"I've  seen  these  men  and  seen  their 
eyes,  and  they  would  do  anything 
to  kill  us,"  he  said.  Meade  feels  it  is 
important  for  the  U.S.  to  remain  in 
Iraq  fighting  terrorism  to  prevent 
another  terrorist  attack  on  the 
United  States.  "As  Marines,  we  do 
not  fight  because  we  think  it  is  right 
or  wrong,"  he  said.  "We  fight  for 
the  Marine  to  our  left  and  to  our 
right.  We  choose  to  give  our  lives 
so  that  the  man  next  to  us  can  go 
home  and  see  his  family." 

Meade  also  experienced  the 
random  violence  of  war.  On  one 
mission,  he  switched  assignments 
with  his  roommate,  who  took 
his  place  on  an  operation  at  the 
Syrian  border.  That  day  the  vehicle 
carrying  his  roommate,  along  with 
20-25  other  Marines,  rolled  over  a 
land  mine.  His  buddy  was  severely 
wounded  with  third-degree  burns 
on  his  face  and  hands,  and  six  other 


The  children  of  Iraq  were  an  inspiration  to  Meade  and  his  fellow  Marines. 
The  troops  handed  out  candy  and  school  supplies  while  in  Iraq. 


This  little  girl  looks  at  the 

Americans  warily  as  she  eats  a 

piece  of  candy  they  gave  her. 
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Marines  were  killed. 

During  his  time  in  Iraq,  Meade 
worked  with  news  media  from 
the  United  States,  Italy,  Germany 
and  England.  One  of  his  favorite 
reporters  was  Oliver  North  of  Fox 
News,  who  remained  in  Fallujah 
for  a  week.  North  used  some  of  the 
footage  shot  there  in  his  weekly 
program,  "War  Stories." 

Meade's  experiences  also  led 
to  the  development  of  a  product 
especially  designed  for  the  troops. 
While  in  Iraq,  Meade  noticed  that 
the  socks  issued  by  the  Marines 
weren't  well-suited  for  desert 
conditions.  A  friend,  whose  family 
owns  a  hosiery  plant  in  Hickory, 
sent  Meade  some  socks.  But  they 
were  too  hot  for  the  extreme 
climate  of  Iraq.  Based  on  Meade's 
feedback,  his  friend  developed  a 
better  sock  for  combat  in  desert 
conditions,  which  he  called  the 
"sand  sock."  It  was  so  comfortable 
that  Meade  requested  more  socks 
for  the  men  in  his  unit.  "The  sand 
sock  is  made  with  an  anti-microbial 
yarn  which  helps  to  fight  foot  odor 
and  fungus,"  Meade  said.  "What 
that  means  to  the  Marine  is  he  can 
wear  this  sock  for  three  or  four  days 
without  chano-ino-  or  washing  the 
sock.  In  combat  this  is  a  major  asset 


to  the  Marine  or  soldier." 

After  Meade  returned  home, 
he  and  his  friend  created  a 
company  called  Covert  Threads 
to  manufacture  socks  for  different 
combat  needs.  The  socks  are  now 
on  sale  at  Marine  bases  throughout 
the  country.  Many  of  the  socks  have 
been  bought  by  military  families 
and  sent  to  their  loved  ones  in 
Iraq.  In  addition,  Covert  Threads 
has  developed  a  fire-retardant 
tee-shirt.  More  information 
about  the  company  is  available  at 
www.covertthreads.com. 

Experiencing  life  in  a  war  zone 
has  affected  Meade  in  man}-  ways. 
"It  really  showed  me  that  I  should 
be  thankful  for  what  I  have  and 
cherish  each  day  like  it's  my  last 
day,"  he  said.  It  has  also  deepened 
his  Christian  faith.  A  member  of 
Hickory  Community  Chapel,  he 
now  meets  once  a  week  with  a 
group  of  Christian  men  for  Bible 
study  and  prayer.  If  it  weren't  for  his 
wife,  Ashley,  and  children  -Jake, 
1 3;  Lily,  12;  and  Anna,  10  -he 
said  he  would  volunteer  tor  another 
tour  of  duty  in  Iraq.  "I  like  to  serve, 
and  I  felt  so  fulfilled  over  there," 
he  said.  "But  mv  family  comes  first 
and  it  would  be  hard  to  leave  them 
again."  H 
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Striking  the 

right  chord 

with  young  musicians 


t's  hard  for  Dr.  John  Cheek 

to  remember  a  time  when 
he  didn't  play  the  piano. 
He  began  taking  lessons 
at  age  3  1/2,  and  at  age 

13  he  debuted  with  the  Arkansas 

Symphony  Orchestra. 

But  he  wasn't  the  only  one  in 
his  family  of  eight  brothers  and 
sisters  who  enjoyed  playing  the 
piano.  All  of  them  took  lessons  with 
a  nun  in  their  hometown  of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.  "Our  whole  family 
would  hold  recitals  and  invite  the 
community  to  come  and  hear  us," 
he  said. 

His  parents  weren't  professional 
musicians.  "My  parents  felt  it  was 
just  part  of  our  education  to  learn 
an  instrument,"  he  said.  Cheek  also 
said  they  weren't  grooming  their 
children  to  become  professional 
musicians,  although  three  of  them 
have  musical  careers. 

Cheek  credits  the  influence  of 
his  first  piano  teacher,  Sister  Mary 
John  Baptist,  with  launching  his 
lifelong  love  of  music.  "She  was  very 
thorough,  and  she  always  appealed 
to  my  imagination,"  he  said.  "She 
had  a  gentle  way,  and  I'll  always  be 
grateful." 

After  his  debut  with  the 
symphony,  Cheek  began  studying 
music  at  Indiana  University  in  the 
summers.  "I  got  my  first  taste  of  a 
high  octane  musical  environment 
there,  and  I  wanted  more,"  he  said. 

At  the  end  of  his  junior  year 
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in  high  school,  Cheek  decided 
he  really  wanted  year-round 
musical  instruction,  so  he  made 
arrangements  to  skip  his  senior  year 
of  high  school  and  enroll  at  Indiana 
University  a  year  early. 

After  earning  a  bachelor's  degree 
there,  he  moved  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  worked  as  a  free-lance 
performer  for  15  years.  "I  got  all 
kinds  of  musical  experience,"  he 
said.  He  also  distinguished  himself 
in  a  number  of  national  and 
international  music  competitions. 

One  of  his  most  noteworthy 
accomplishments  was  being  the 
highest-ranking  American  in  the 
1986  Franz  Liszt  International 
Piano  Competition  in  Budapest. 
Cheek  performed  as  a  soloist  and 
chamber  musician  in  the  New  York 
area  and  toured  in  Europe  and 
central  Asia.  He  also  co-founded 
New  York's  Omni  Ensemble,  an 
electro-acoustic  performing  group 
that  was  honored  with  a  prestigious 
Reader's  Digest  Commissioning 
Grant. 

During  this  time,  Cheek  earned 
a  master's  degree  from  the  State 
University  of  New  York-Stony 
Brook  and  a  doctor  of  musical 
arts  degree  from  the  Manhattan 
School  of  Music.  He  began  teaching 
music  as  an  adjunct  professor  at 
Concordia  College  in  New  York 
and  from  1992  to  1998  was  an 
assistant  professor  there. 

"Teaching  is  a  given  with  a 
musician,"  he  said.  Even  in  a  recital, 


the  performer  is  expected  to  talk 
to  the  audience  about  the  music 
he  is  playing.  "That  is  something 
I  embrace,"  he  said.  Cheek  also 
enjoys  composing  music  when  he 
has  the  time. 

He  said  he  decided  to  join  the 
faculty  at  L-R  because  the  college 
offered  the  opportunities  he  was 
seeking.  "One  of  the  things  I  really 
liked  was  the  positive  connection 
between  the  community  and  the 
college,"  he  said.  "Without  that,  it's 
very  hard  to  do  music." 

After  joining  the  faculty  in 
1998,  he  asked  if  the  college  had 
a  visiting  artists  series.  When  he 
found  out  it  didn't,  he  volunteered 
to  start  one.  In  1999,  with  the 
help  of  Dr.  Larry  Yoder  and 
the  Lineberger  Foundation,  he 
put  together  a  concert  called 
Celebrating  Musical  Heritage, 
which  featured  music  written  by 
people  associated  with  the  college. 
The  concert  drew  a  crowd  that 
filled  the  choral  room  of  the 
Mauney  Music  Building. 

Later  he  organized  a  concert  at 
The  Firemen's  Kitchen  featuring 
L-R  faculty  members  as  well  as 
Melissa  Lesbines,  his  wife,  who 
has  a  master's  degree  from  Eastman 
School  of  Music;  and  The  Frye 
Street  Quartet.  This  concert  was 
also  successful.  From  that  early 
start,  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  Friends  of 
Music  was  born. 

For  the  first  few  years,  it  was  a 
concert  series  featuring  guest  artists. 
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Three  years  ago,  the  group  became 
an  umbrella  group  in  support  of 
the  Music  Program  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne.  Cheek  has  continued  to 
be  in  the  forefront  of  the  group, 
as  a  performer  and  promoter.  He 
has  used  his  connections  to  book 
top-notch  musicians  as  guest 
performers. 

Among  the  performers  he 
has  helped  bring  to  campus 
are  two  singers  with  the  New 
York  Metropolitan  Opera,  John 
Cheek  (no  relation)  and  Anthony 
Laciura;  Sanford  Allen,  the  first 
black  musician  in  the  New  York 
Philharmonic;  and  N.C.  composer 
William  Duckworth. 

In  addition,  Cheek  and  the 
Friends  of  Music  arranged  for 
a  visit  by  The  Tallis  Scholars, 
internationally  recognized 
performers  of  sacred  music  from  the 
Renaissance;  well-known  African- 
American  composer  Coleridge- 
Taylor  Perkinson;  the  Lark 
Quartet,  the  first  all-woman  string 
quartet;  and  Charles  Lazarus,  lead 
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trumpet  in  the  Canadian  Brass. 
His  focus,  however,  is  on  "beautiful 
music,  not  necessarily  big  names." 

He  feels  it  is  important  for  a 
small  department  to  have  guest 
artists  and  teachers.  "How  are  the 
students  going  to  know  about 
the  wider  world  if  our  view  is  too 
insular?"  he  asked. 

Lenoir-Rhyne  is  small  enough 
that  he  teaches  both  music  majors 
and  non-majors.  He  enjoys  them 
both.  He  also  likes  sharing  his 
love  of  music  with  Hickory.  His 
specialty  is  20th  century  American 
piano  music,  which  he  continues  to 
perform.  In  the  spring  of  2001,  he 
traveled  to  Yerevan,  Armenia  as  a 
Fulbright  Scholar,  playing  concerts 
and  teaching  at  the  Yerevan  State 
Conservatory.  He  would  probably 
do  more  performing,  but  he  also 
wants  to  spend  time  with  his  three 
young  children:  Andrew,  12;  Elena, 
9;  and  Anthony,  6.  He  often  brings 
them  to  concerts. 

Although  he  admits  modern 
classical  music  isn't  for  evervone,  he 


feels  Hickory  audiences  are  open- 
minded.  "We've  put  on  new  music 
concerts  in  Hickory  and  I've  been 
very  pleased  with  the  reception," 
he  said.  "Not  everybody  likes  it, 
but  that's  O.K.  Even  at  a  concert, 
if  you've  got  too  much  agreement 
you've  got  a  problem." 

The  Friends  of  Music  concert 
series  offers  something  for  almost 
every  musical  taste.  Performances 
range  from  Big  Band  jazz  to 
baroque  chamber  music  to  sacred 
choral  music. 

The  Friends  of  Music  has 
input  from  other  L-R  faculty 
members  as  well  as  a  volunteer 
steering  committee.  Cheek  said  the 
group  tries  to  achieve  balance  in 
its  programming.  And  he  always 
considers  the  students  at  the  college. 

"You  never  know  when  an  Aha!" 
moment  is  troins;  to  occur  in  the 
life  of  a  young  musician,"  he  said. 
"I  want  to  provide  them  with 
enough  experiences  so  that  it  might 
be  possible  for  them  to  reach  their 
own  epiphanies."  Q 
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Globetrotting  professor 


here  are  few  places  in  the 
world  that  Dr.  Russell 
Benton  hasn't  visited.  By 
his  record,  the  L-R  history 
professor  has  visited  115 
countries  and  64  non-sovereign  colonies 
or  islands,  many  of  them  more  than  once. 

Now,  after  4 1  years  on  the  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  faculty,  Benton  will  retire  in  May. 
But  don't  expect  his  world  travels  to  stop. 
The  advantage  of  being  retired,  he  pointed 
out,  is  that  he  will  be  free  to  travel  at  any 
time  of  the  year,  not  just  during  school 
breaks. 

Benton  traces  his  first  interest  in 
world  travel  to  a  book  he  discovered  in 
his  hometown  library  in  central  Florida. 
It  was  titled,  "Around  the  World  in  1 ,000 
Pictures."  As  a  boy,  he  was  fascinated  by 
the  pictures  of  faraway  lands  and  imagined 
that  he  would  one  day  travel  to  those 
places.  He  now  can  say  that  he  has  visited 
almost  all  the  locations  in  the  book. 

But  he  didn't  start  his  world  travels 
right  away.  He  first  earned  an  A.B. 
degree  from  Erskine  College,  an  M .A. 
from  Stetson  University  and  finally  a 
Ph.D.  from  Louisiana  State  University, 
all  in  the  field  of  history.  He  traveled  to 
Portugal  to  research  his  Ph.D.  dissertation, 
published  in  1977  as  "The  Downfall  of  a 
King"  (about  King  Manuel  II,  who  was 
overthrown  in  1910).  Ten  years  later,  he 
wrote  a  biography  called  "Emma  Naea 
Rooke,  Beloved  Queen  of  Hawaii,"  which 
was  inspired  by  a  trip  to  Hawaii. 

But  his  first  international  trip  was 
one  he  took  in  1 964  with  an  alumni 
group  from  Erskine  College.  The  group 
went  to  Scotland  and  Scandinavia.  That's 
when  his  lifelong  wanderlust  struck.  "It's 
an  incurable  disease,"  he  said  about  the 
desire  to  travel.  "The  only  cure  is  to  travel 
more." 

The  places  he  has  visited  over  the 
years  read  like  a  world  atlas:  from  Albania 
and  Andorra  to  Costa  Rica,  Greece, 
Guatemala,  Nepal  and  Serbia  to  Vietnam 
and  Zimbabwe.  He's  now  been  to  every 
continent.  On  Dec.  24,  2000,  he  set 
foot  on  Antarctica,  the  seventh  and  last 
continent  in  his  world  travels.  The  trip 
involved  an  arduous  journey  by  ship 
from  Argentina  through  600  miles  of 
rough  seas.  Nearly  all  the  passengers  on 
board  got  seasick.  But  the  spectacular 


beauty  of  the  snowy  wilderness  was  worth 
the  difficulties  in  getting  there,  he  said. 
Benton  said  he  enjoyed  exchanging  stories 
with  the  other  travelers,  many  of  whom 
had  traveled  extensively  and  saved  the 
Antarctic  trip  for  last. 

He  has  also  been  to  about  36  of  the 
United  States,  but  most  of  his  travel  has 
been  to  foreign  countries.  In  fact,  he  is 
interested  in  almost  all  kinds  of  history 
and  is  a  former  president  of  the  Hickory 
Landmarks  Society. 

Benton  said  he  often  is  asked  how 
he  can  afford  his  world  travels  on  a 
professor's  salary.  He  laughs  and  said  he 
isn't  independently  wealthy.  He  never 
married  and  lives  simply,  walking  to  work 
and  eating  in  the  school  cafeteria.  It's 
worth  economizing  the  rest  of  the  year  to 
be  able  to  visit  the  most  interesting  places 
on  earth,  he  said. 

Of  the  many  places  he  has  visited,  he 
has  found  something  to  like  about  almost 
all  of  them.  One  of  his  first  foreign  trips 
was  to  Denmark,  and  it  has  remained  one 
of  his  favorite  destinations.  In  fact,  he  has 
visited  that  country  four  times  and  said  he 
will  probably  go  again. 

Since  European  history  is  his 
academic  specialty,  he  has  spent 
the  most  time  in  those  countries, 
soaking  up  the  history,  arts  and 
culture.  However,  he  also  enjoyed 
visiting  India  because  of  its  great 
diversity.  The  people  there  are 
very  friendly  and  many  of  them 
speak  English,  he  said. 

In  addition,  he  also 
enjoys  Portugal,  the  site  of  his 
dissertation  research.  "It  has 
the  charm  that's  rarely  found 
in  Europe  anymore,"  he  said, 
primarily  because  it  isn't  visited  as 
much  as  some  other  countries. 

Benton  has  visited  many 
historically  significant  sites,  such 
as  the  location  in  Sarajevo  where 
Archduke  Francis  Ferdinand  was 
assassinated  in  1914,  touching 
off  World  War  I;  a  Pacific  island 
where  the  first  atomic  bomb  was 
loaded  onto  a  U.S.  plane;  Hitler's 
bunker;  and  St.  Helena,  a  remote 
island  where  Napoleon  died.  "It 
just  gives  me  chill  bumps,"  he  said  about 


will  retire* 

visiting  historically  significant  locations. 
"Walking  in  the  footsteps  of  some 
historical  figure  just  brings  it  to  life." 

Benton  has  taken  numerous  slides 
on  his  trips  and  often  talks  about  his 
travels  in  class.  He  said  he  feels  it  gives  his 
lectures  an  extra  spark  to  describe  what 
it  was  like  to  actually  visit  the  places  they 
are  studying.  Benton  has  also  organized 
tours  for  his  L-R  colleagues  since  1998. 
Each  year  during  Spring  Break,  he  takes 
20-30  of  them  to  someplace  he  has 
previously  visited.  "Seeing  things  again 
through  others'  eyes  is  wonderful,"  he 
said.  Many  who  have  taken  these  trips  say 
his  in-depth  knowledge  has  given  them 
more  appreciation  of  what  they  are  seeing. 
Benton  also  shares  his  love  of  travel  by 
speaking  to  local  clubs  and  organizations. 

Is  there  anyplace  on  earth  that  he 
wants  to  visit  but  hasn't  seen  yet?  Yes.  He 
said  he  would  like  to  visit  the  Rose  City 
of  Petra,  in  the  desert  of  Jordan.  He  said 
he  hasn't  yet  been  there  because  of  the 
dangers  of  travel  in  the  Middle  East.  "It's 
not  the  best  time  to  go,  but  one  day  I 
hope  to  go  there.  It's  still  on  the  list."      Q 


hut  continue  traveling  ... 


Dr.  Russell  Benton 

researches  his  next  trip. 
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In  Memoriam: 

Flossie  Deal  Brandon  '36 

ofSherrillsFordon  Oct.  17,  2006 

Margaret  Boyd  Walton-Johnson  '36 

o/Omak,  Wash.,  on  Dec.  31.  2006 

Louise  Bowman  Soehner  '38 

of  Venice,  Fla.,  on  Sept.  29,  2006 

Cecil  "Pete"  Broome  '39 

of  Hickory  on  Jan.  8,  2007 

Marjorie  Rowe  Schell  '39 

of  Newton  on  February  2,  2007 

Eloise  Cavin  '42 

of  Charlotte  on  Jan.  24,  2007 

Millard  Winecoff  '42 

of  Hickory  on  Jan.  15,  2007 

Elaine  Lee  Bentz  '43 

of  Silver  Spring,  Md.,  on  Oct.  21, 
2006 

The  Rev.  Harold  Dietz  '44 

of  Casselberry,  Fla.,  on  July  16,  2006 

Frances  Elliot  Holloway  '44 

ofHildebran  on  Jan.  15,  2007 

Adelaide  Ridenhour  Cline  '45 

of  Concord  on  Oct.  5,  2006 

Henry  Tate  Holler  '45 

ofStatesville  on  Oct.  2-1,  2006 

Ethel  Crowell  Ritchie  '45 

ofMt.  Pleasant  on  Nov.  3,  2006 

Faye  Barger  Wall  '45 

of  Lenoir  on  Oct.  12,  2006 

Opal  Wike  Cansler  '46 

of  Hickory  on  Dec.  11,  2006 

Don  Stafford  '48 

of  Hickory  on  Oct.  30,  2006 

Dr.  Jim  Hughey  '49 

ofGastonia  on  Jan.  21,  2007 

Vivienne  Poteat  Stafford  '49 

of  Hickory  on  Dec.  21,  2006 

The  Rev.  Glen  Ramsey  '52 

ofHildebran  on  Dec.  27,  2006 

Mary  Hughes  Sipe  '52 

of  Charlotte  on  Oct.  10,  2006 

Clara  Jones  Hilton  '54 

of  Stuart,  Fla.,  on  Oct.  24,  2006 

Herbert  Craig  '55 

ofCartersville,  Ga.,  on  Dec.  1,  2006 

Clifford  Poteat  '57 

of  Greenville,  S.C,  on  Dec.  6,  2006 

C.V.  LaFevers  '58 

of  Glen  Alpine  on  Jan.  10,  2006 

Profile 


Don  '48  and  Vivienne  '49  Stafford 

Lenoir-Rhyne  lost  two 
alumni  and  strong 
supporters  in  2006 
with  the  deaths  of  Don 
'48  and  Vivienne  '49 
Stafford  of  Hickory.  Don 
died  Oct.  30, 2006,  at  the 
age  of  84,  and  his  wife 
died  Dec.  21, 2006,  at  the 
age  of  79. 

He  attended  L-R  on  an 
athletic  scholarship, 
playing  football, 
basketball  and  baseball. 
He  graduated  with  an 
education  and  business 
degree  and  became  a  teacher  and  coach  at  College  Park  Junior 
High  School.  During  this  time,  he  also  played  professional 
baseball  with  the  Newton-Conover  Twins,  the  Lexington  Hi- 
Toms,  the  Charlotte  Hornets  and  the  Salisbury  Indians.  He  was 
an  outstanding  hitter  and  first  baseman.  In  1948,  A.E.  Spalding 
Brothers  awarded  him  the  Rookie  of  the  Year  award  among  all 
minor  league  players.  He  held  a  batting  average  that  year  of 
.399.  In  1952,  he  received  the  John  "Bud"  Hillerich  Silver  Bat 
award  for  compiling  the  highest  batting  average  (.408)  in  all  the 
minor  leagues.  In  seven  minor  league  seasons,  he  was  named  to 
four  All-Star  Teams. 

Don  then  entered  the  business  field  as  a  sales  manager  of 
General  Paper  from  1955  to  1969.  He  started  Tarheel  Paper 
in  1969,  Carolina  Paper  in  Hickory  in  1975  and  was  later  a 
salesman  for  Henley  Paper  Co.  before  retiring  in  1996.  During 
this  time,  he  was  named  a  member  of  Who's  Who  in  American 
Business. 

Don  was  a  member  of  the  L-R  Sports  Hall  of  Fame,  the  South 
Atlantic  League  Minor  League  Hall  of  Fame  and  the  Catawba 
County  Sports  Hall  of  Fame. 

Vivienne  was  retired  as  a  teacher  from  Hickory  High  School, 
Maiden  High  School  and  Lenoir-Rhyne  College.  She  was  named 
to  Who's  Who  in  American  Colleges  and  Universities  while  at 
Lenoir-Rhyne.  She  later  earned  a  master's  degree  from  Duke 
University.  She  taught  English  and  French  in  the  public  schools, 
where  she  was  selected  as  the  Terry  Sanford  Teacher  of  the  Year 
for  Hickory  City  Schools  in  1974  and  finished  as  one  of  the  top 
five  finalists  statewide.  After  she  retired  from  teaching  in  the 
public  schools,  she  taught  history  at  Lenoir-Rhyne. 

She  received  the  Distinguished  Service  Award  from  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  in  1970  and  served  as  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association  in  1990-91. 

The  Staffords  were  married  56  years  and  are  survived  by  sons 
Gary  Stafford,  Perry  Stafford,  and  Brad  McNeely,  a  daughter, 
Donna  Stafford  Willeir,  and  several  grandchildren.  They  were 
members  of  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hickory. 


The  Rev.  Kenneth  Little  '58 

of  Lenoir  on  Sept.  25,  2006 

Mary  Jane  Rhoney  Wyant  '58 

of  Newton  on  Nov.  14,  2006 

Lela  Cauble  '59 

of  Lynchburg,  Va.,  on  Nov.  24,  2006 

The  Rev.  Richard  Roseman  '59 

of  Bartow,  Fla.,  on  Oct.  5,  2006 

The  Rev.  Jimmy  Bruce  '60 

of  Salisbury  on  Oct.  18,  2006 

Sylvia  Andrews  '61 

of  Hickory  on  Jan.  10,2007 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Guy  Soule  '61 

of  Burlington  on  (Jet.  16,  2006 

Joanne  Bowen  Brown  '63 

of  Belmont  on  Oct.  2,  2006 

Ruby  Heffner  Wilkinson  '65 

of  Canton  on  Dec.  11,  2006 

Janice  Helton  Stohlmann  '66 

of  Matthews  on  Jan.  15,  2007 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Andrews  '67 

ofjonesboro,  Ga.,  on  Oct.  21,  2006 

Nancy  Luper  Mclnnis  '67 

ofPfaffiown  on  July  27,  2006 

Raymond  Efird  '70 

ofBradenton,  Fla.,  in  October  2006 

Jayne  Sigmon  Reichard  73 

ofMorganton  on  Jan.  31,  2006 

The  Rt.  Rev.  William  Gillette 

Weinhauer 

Honorary  Doctorate  '85 

ofAshevilleonJan.  26,  2007 


1947 

Sixty  Year  Reunion  on  Alumni 
Weekend,  April  27-28,  2007 

195 1  Robert  Watkins  Sr. 

reports  that  after  54  years  of 
marriage,  two  children,  and  four 
grandchildren,  he  is  still  in  good 
health  and  active  in  all  sorts  of 
community  service. 

1957 

Golden  Anniversary  Reunion  on 
Alumni  Weekend,  April  27-28, 
2007 

1958  Mel  and  Jane  Winecoff 
'55  Brethauer  recently  celebrated 
their  SOrh  wedding  anniversary  I  h< 
Brethauers  were  married  on  June  16. 
ll>Mi.  at  Trinin-  Lutheran  Church  in 
t  "oncord. 
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196  1  Dr.  Bill  Kiker  retired  in 
June  2006  from  the  Moore  School 
of  Business  at  the  University  of 
South  Carolina,  where  he  served 
on  the  faculty  since  1965.  Bill 
was  appointed  a  University  Chair 
Professor  and  held  the  Jeff  B.  Bates 
Professorship.  He  was  the  longest 
serving  tenured  faculty  member  in 
the  USC  system  when  he  retired 
in  June.  While  primarily  a  teacher/ 
scholar,  Bill  served  as  director  of 
the  Center  for  Studies  in  Human 
Capital  for  five  years  and  chaired 
the  Department  of  Economics  for 
1 5  years. 

1962 

Forty-Five  Year  Reunion  on 
Alumni  Weekend,  April  27-28, 
2007 

1963  John  Bryson  of  Cape 

Coral,  Ha.,  is  the  chief  financial 
officer  of  Keystone  Industries  LLC. 

1964  Marsha  Huddle-Call 

retired  as  director  of  health  services 
from  the  University  of  Central 
Florida  in  October  2006. 

1965  Carolyn  Smith  Gregg 

recently  compiled  and  published 
a  252-page  oral  history  book  as 
part  of  a  partnership  between 
Tusculum  College  and  Chuckey- 
Doak  Middle  School.  The  book  was 
titled,  "Reflections  From  the  Past 
in  Chuckey,  Afton,  Tusculum,  and 
Eastern  Greene  County."  Carolyn  is 
a  professor  at  Tusculum  College  in 
Greeneville,  Tenn. 

1966  Evelyn  Poole-Kober 

recently  retired  from  the  National 
Oceanic  and  Atmospheric 
Administration.  Evelyn  served  as 
librarian  in  the  Atmospheric  Sciences 
Modeling  Division  of  the  EPA, 
Research  Triangle  Park. 

1967 

Forty  Year  Reunion  on  Alumni 
Weekend,  April  27-28, 2007 

1969  Harold  Johnson,  who 

was  a  major  part  of  sports 
broadcasting  in  Charlotte  for  over 
30  years,  retired  recently  from  ABC 
affiliate  WSOC. 

1971  Marty  Pinnix  0'Keefe 

departed  recently  for  a  second  tour 
in  Mississippi  to  assist  with  the 
rebuilding  and  relief  efforts  still 
under  way  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  Marty 
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reports  that  having  the  opportunity 
to  help  and  assist  those  in  need  is 
the  most  spiritually  rewarding  event 
of  her  life.  She  asks  for  the  prayers 
of  the  L-R  community  as  she  works 
to  help  people  get  their  lives  back 
together. 

1972  John  Roberts  announces 
the  publication  of  his  recent 
book,  "The  Smell  of  Diesel  in  the 
Morning:  A  Teacher's  Hilarious 
Guide  to  Bus  Duty."  Information  on 
his  book  is  available  at  www.busduty. 
com. 

Jane  Tesh  announces  the 
publication  of  her  second  mystery 


conference. 

The  Rev.  Terrell  Long  is  the  senior 

pastor  of  Organ  Lutheran  Church. 
Prior  to  his  move  to  Salisbury,  Terrell 
spent  10  years  as  the  senior  pastor 
at  Philadelphia  Lutheran  Church  in 
Granite  Falls. 

1974  The  Rev.  Palmer 

Clemmer  was  installed  as  the  new 
pastor  of  St.  Timothy  Lutheran 
Church,  Hendersonville,  Tenn., 
on  Nov.  1 1 ,  2006,  after  serving  in 
Charleston,  S.C.,  for  five  years. 

Mike  Moore  was  a  member  of  the 
1994  class  inducted  into  the  Enka 
High  School  Hall  of  Fame.  Prior 


This  group  of  women  met  at  LR  in  1977  (Class  of  1981)  and  have 
enjoyed  an  enduring  friendship  that  has  spanned  30  years.  This  group 
celebrated  its  30th  anniversary  of  friendship  with  a  trip  to  the  Florida 
Keys.  They  plan  regular  meetings  whenever  their  schedules  allow 
and  count  this  special  bond  of  friendship  as  a  blessing  in  each  of  their 
lives.  From  left  to  right:  Catherine  Nagel  Miller,  Joanna  Konopko 
Nifong,  Constance  Moore  Linville,  Julia  Micheals  Hibbard,  Cindy 
Stonesifer,  Dottie  Kenley  Ayers. 


novel,  "A  Hard  Bargain."  More 
information  can  be  found  on  her 
webpage  at  www.janetesh.com. 

1973  Robert  Carpenter, 

principal  of  Forestview  High  School 
in  Bessemer  City,  N.C.,  was  invited 
to  make  a  presentation  at  the 
Lutheran  Historical  Conference  held 
in  October.  Robert  presented  his 
paper,  "The  Augsburg  Confession 
War:  Lutheran  Confessional  Beliefs, 
Rev.  David  Henkel,  and  Creation  of 
the  Tennessee  Synod,"  at  St.  John's 
Lutheran  Church  in  Charleston.  His 

wife,  Sue  Farnsworth  Carpenter 

'74  accompanied  him  to  the 


to  college,  Mike  played  football  for 
Enka  High  and  after  graduation 
from  L-R,  returned  to  his  high 
school  alma  mater,  where  he  coached 
football  and  track  for  nine  years. 
He  resides  in  Asheville  and  is  the 
owner/financial  advisor  of  Smoky 
Mountain  Financial  Group. 

1976  Steve  Smith  published 

"Embracing  Soul  Care"  (Kragel) 
and  "Transformation  of  a  Man's 
Heart"  (IVP)  in  2006.  He  and  his 
wife,  Gwen,  also  founded  Potter's 
Inn  Ministry  (www.pottersinn.com) 
as  a  ministry  to  leaders.  The  Smiths 
reside  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 


Jay  Winkf  ield  is  the  vice  president 
and  area  manager  for  Virginia  Savings 
Bank  FSB  in  Strasburg,  Va.  Jay  and 
Deborah  have  two  sons,  John,  20, 
and  James,  17. 

1977 

Thirty  Year  Reunion  on 
Homecoming,  Oct.  12-13, 2007 

1978  Dr.  David  Fritz  joined 

more  than  20  new  faculty  members 
at  Augusta  State  University  for  the 
fall  2006  semester.  Dr.  Fritz  is  an 
assistant  professor  of  management 
in  ASU's  Hull  College  of  Business 
Administration.  In  addition  to 
the  doctorate  he  received  from  the 
University  of  Memphis,  David  also 
holds  master's  degrees  from  Indiana 
University  and  the  Lutheran  School 
of  Theology  in  Chicago. 

In  December  2006,  Elizabeth 
Morrison  of  Statesville  became 
National  Board  Certified  as  an 
Exceptional  Needs  Specialist  (Early 
Childhood  to  Young  Adulthood 
-  Mild  to  Moderate  Disabilities). 
Elizabeth  has  taught  in  the 
occupational  course  of  study  at  Lake 
Norman  High  School  in  Mooresville 
for  the  past  three  years. 

1979  Dr.  Miriam  Renee 

AdderhOldt  presented  at  the  National 
Association  for  Gifted  Children 
Conference  held  in  Charlotte  on  Nov. 
4,  2006. 

1980  Frances  Hallyburton 

Moore  is  an  assistant  professor  of 
biology  and  physics  at  Patrick 
Henry  Community  College  in 
Martinsville,  Va. 

1981  Mary  Brown 

AliSSandratOS  is  the  owner  of 
Kiddin'  Around  Inc.  in  Dunedin,  Fla. 

Frye  Regional  Medical  Center  in 
Hickory  recently  named  Toni  Smith- 
Penny  administrative  director  of 
medical  staff  services.  Toni  has  been 
an  employee  of  FRMC  for  more  than 
25  years. 

Danette  Steelman-Bridges  has  been 

appointed  coordinator/instructor  in 
the  interpreter  education  program 
at  Western  Piedmont  Community 
College  in  Morganton. 

1982 

Twenty-Five  Year  Reunion  on 
Homecoming,  Oct.  12-13, 2007 
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Kim  Rhyne  Dellinger  was  recently 

appointed  corporate  governance 
officer  for  Scottish  Re  Group,  Ltd., 
a  Cayman  Island-based  reinsurance 
company.  Kim  and  her  family  reside 
in  Fort  Mill,  S.C. 

lvoo  John  GoinS  was  promoted 
to  president  and  CEO  of  United 
Community  Bank  -  North  Carolina 
in  January  2007.  John  and  his  family 
reside  in  Brevard,  N.C. 

Steven  Lloyd  Smith  was  recently 

appointed  to  serve  as  chief  deputy 
of  the  Scotland  County  Sheriff's 
Office.  He  also  remains  as  director 
of  the  N.C.  Great  Teachers  Retreat, 
a  professional  development  seminar 
for  community  college  teaching 
faculty.  Prior  to  this  appointment, 
Steven  served  for  1 5  years  as 
department  chair  of  the  Criminal 
Justice  Technologies  curriculum  at 
Richmond  Community  College. 

1984  Patty  Blackwell  is  serving 

on  the  Staff  Affairs  Committee 
at  Meredith  College,  having  been 
selected  by  her  peers  to  be  a  member 
for  the  next  two  years.  Also,  Patty 
performed  as  one  of  two  staff 
members  in  an  all-female  production 
of  "Shrews"  at  Meredith  College  in 
December  2006.  This  is  her  first 
venture  into  acting  since  her  work 
with  the  Osan  Amateur  Theater  in 
the  Republic  of  Korea  while  serving 
as  a  USAF  officer  in  1988-89. 

Mary  Rose  Crawford  Kennedy 

is  an  elementary  school  teacher  at 
Harmony  Elementary  School  in 
Harmony,  N.C. 

19o5  Joe  Smith  is  beginning 
his  19th  year  working  at  L-R  and 
currently  serves  on  the  faculty  in 
the  Department  of  Healthful  Living 
and  Sports  Studies.  He  is  currently 
pursuing  a  Ph.D.  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina-Greensboro. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Warren  and  LuAn  Hobson  White 

of  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  a  daughter,  Ava 
Jane,  on  Sept.  15,  2006.  LuAn  is  the 
director  of  occupational  therapy  and 
hand  rehabilitation  for  Tennessee 
Orthopedics  Therapy  Services. 

1986  Dr.  Tim  Ludwig  recently 
received  an  award  for  excellence 
in  teaching  from  Appalachian 
State  University.  Tim  is  a  full 

Profile 


professor  at  ASU  and  is  a  University 
Deans  Distinguished  Graduate 
Faculty  member  in  the  nationally 
recognized  Industrial/Organizational 
Psychology-Human  Resources 
Management  master's  program. 
Tim  earned  his  M.A.  at  Wake- 
Forest  and  Ph.D.  at  Virginia  Tech. 
He  currently  serves  as  president 
of  the  Organizational  Behavior 
Management  Network  and  is 
associate  editor  of  the  Journal 
of  Organizational  Behavior 
Management. 

Married 

Joseph  Paul  Pendleton  and  Teresa 
Lynne  Hamilton  on  October  18, 
2006,  in  Harlan  County,  Ky. 

1987 

Twenty  Year  Reunion  on 
Homecoming,  Oct.  12-13, 2007 

1988  Donna  Little  Morgan 

is  director  of  patient  care  for 
Columbus  Hospice  in  Columbus, 
Ga. 

After  16  years  in  corporate  video, 
Craig  Steven  Thornburg  recently 

started  his  own  production  company, 
Craig  Thornburg  Professional  Video 
Inc.  The  company  focuses  on  sports 
broadcast,  editing,  and  producing. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Tracy  and  Michael  Ervin  of 

Irmo,  S.C.,  twin  sons,  Parker 
and  Preston,  on  Oct.  27,  2006. 
Michael  is  an  OB/GYN  physician 
and  Tracy  is  a  pharmaceutical  sales 
representative. 

1989 

Baby  Bears 

To  Michael  and  Teresa  Wiseman 

Moore  of  Brentwood,  Tenn.,  a  son, 
Sean  Michael  in  August  2006. 

1990  Steve  and  Joyce 

Prevatt  '91  Eury,  along  with  their 
children  Quinn  and  Adam,  recently 
returned  to  Greensboro  after  four 
years  in  Basel,  Switzerland.  Steve 
is  a  marketing  manager  in  the 
biotech  division  of  Swiss  agriculture 
company  Syngenta. 

Robin  Greene  is  a  controller  with 
Paxar  in  Lenoir. 

BB&T  has  promoted  Walter 
E.  Greer  Jr.  to  vice  president. 
Walter  joined  the  bank  in  2002 
and  is  a  sales  and  service  leader  in 


BB&T's  retail  banking  division  in 
Fayetteville,  N.C. 

Mike  Pope  was  recently  promoted 
to  senior  executive  sales  professional 
with  Sanofi-Aventis  Pharmaceuticals. 
Mike,  wife  Beth,  and  daughter,  Ava 
Mikay,  live  in  Hickory. 

Rebecca  Sue  Prozzo  of  Sarasota, 

Fla.,  is  an  English  teacher  with  the 
Sarasota  County  Schools. 

Lisa  Conner  Sigmon,  global  trade 

compliance  analyst  with  Corning 
Inc.,  recently  obtained  certification 
as  customs  specialist,  Canada. 

Suzann  Maria  Smith  is  OEM  sales 

manager  for  Xaloy  in  Hickory. 

1 99 1  James  Mangels  was 

recently  named  principal  of  Trigg 
County  Middle  School  in  Cadiz,  Ky. 

Sarah  Beamer  Nixon  is  a  teacher  at 

Cedar  Ridge  Elementary  School  in 


Mount  Airy,  N.C. 
Baby  Bears 

Kelly  Marie  Smith-Price  <>t 

Roanoke,  Va.,  announces  the 
adoption  of  a  daughter,  Lucy,  age  2. 
Kelly  is  currently  an  art  teacher  at 
Eastern  Montgomery  High  School. 

1992 

Married 

Richard  Douglas  Taylor  and  Tina 

Cannon  on  Dec.  10,  2006.  They 
reside  in  Hickory. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Shayne  and  Christa  Coley 
Magee  of  Cary,  N.C,  a  daughter, 
Charlotte  Grace,  on  Sept.  27,  2006. 

199o  For  the  second  time  in  the 

past  four  years,  Jennifer  Rusnak 

Anderson  was  chosen  as  Teacher  of 
the  Year  at  Dale  Mabry  Elementary 
School  in  Tampa,  Fla.  Jennifer 
recently  moved  into  the  position 


Alumnus  visits  Antarctica 

Dr.  Robert  "Bob" Morgan  '56  recently  completed  a  19-day  trip 
that  literally  took  him  to  the  end  of  the  earth.  First,  he  flew  to 
southern  Chile.  After  touring  parts  of  Chile  and  Argentina,  he  left 
on  a  cruise  ship  bound  for  Antarctica. 

Like  most  of  those  on  board,  Morgan  was  visiting  his  seventh  and 
last  continent  on  earth.  His  trip  took  place  Nov.  15  through  Dec.  3, 
2006,  which  was  the  spring  in  the  southern  hemisphere.  When  he 
arrived  in  Antarctica,  the  temperature  on  deck  was  32-36  degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

He  was  able  to 
go  ashore  several 
times.  He  saw 
penguins,  elephant 
seals  and  sea  lions 
as  well  as  various 
kinds  of  birds. 
He  also  visited 
British  and  Polish 
research  outposts. 

Because  of  concern  for  the  environment,  no  more  than  350 
passengers  are  allowed  on  each  ship,  and  no  more  than  100 
passengers  are  allowed  on  shore  at  one  time.  "You  cannot  even 
take  a  little  pebble  with  you  as  the  penguins  need  them  for 
making  their  nests,"  he  wrote  in  an  e-mail  to  friends. 

"I  am  so  glad  that  I  went  on  this  trip.  I  am  happy  that  I  have  now 
visited  all  seven  continents  on  earth,  including  48  countries,"  he 
continued.  "When  we  were  in  Antarctica,  it  seemed  to  me  that  we 
were  looking  at  sites  in  every  direction  that  would  be  beautiful  as 
Christmas  card  pictures." 

After  returning  to  South  America,  he  toured  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina,  before  returning  home. 
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of  exceptional  student  education 
(ESE)  specialist,  ovetseeing  the  ESE 
department  at  het  school. 

Holly  Harrison  Barrow  is  a  business 

supervisor  with  Javelin  Direct  in  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas. 

Mary  Beth  Shaw  Brown  is  a  second 

year  Ph.D.  student  in  applied 
physiology  at  Georgia  Tech. 

Trent  Hennigar  graduated  from  the 

Wake  Forest  University  Babcock 
School  of  Management  with  an 
MBA  degree. 

Julianne  Loree  is  a  special 

education  teacher  at  Bessey  Creek 
Elementary  School  in  Palm  City,  Fla. 

Kim  Bink  Martin  is  a  registered 
nurse  with  the  Wake  Forest 
University  Baptist  Medical  Center. 
Kim,  along  with  her  husband  Shayn, 
and  their  children  Ryan,  Samantha 
and  Jessica,  live  in  Clemmons,  N.C. 

Rosalina  Rivera  was  recognized  as 
"Rookie  of  the  Year"  in  2006  for  her 
work  in  sales  with  American  Light  in 
Dallas,  Texas. 

Scott  Sale  recently  completed 
his  third  trans-Atlantic  crossing  as 
captain  of  the  60-foot  ketch  s/v  E  s 
Alee.  His  next  planned  venture  is 


San  Francisco  to  Maui  skippering 
the  sloop  s/v  Leviathon. 

Jeffrey  Lee  Smith  is  a  project 

manager  with  Renick  Brothers 
Construction  in  Grove  City,  Penn. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Timothy  and  Elizabeth  Ward 
Klamert  of  South  Yorkshire, 
England,  a  son,  Mitchell  Paul,  on 
Nov.  29,  2006.  Mitchell  joins  big 
sister,  Marleigh  Anna. 

To  Chris  and  Gennie  Haring  '95 

Stevenson  of  Charlotte,  a  son, 
Palmer  James,  on  Dec.  14,  2006. 
Palmer  joins  sister,  Ainsley,  and 
brother,  Brooks. 

1994 

Married 

Mary  Newton  and  Jeff  Grammer 
in  July  2006.  They  reside  in 
Fayetteville,  N.C,  where  Mary  is  a 
high  school  English  teacher  and  Jeff 
is  a  contractor. 

1995  Jeff  Oberg  relocated  to 
the  Chicago  area  and  works  for 
Global  Market  Insight  as  an  account 
manager. 

Angie  Schmucker-Phillips  and 

husband  Jeff  Phillips  are  proud 
owners  of  Jeff  Phillips  Mitsubishi 


in  Hickory. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Tricia  and  Ed  Agnoli  Jr.  of 

Kernersville,  a  daughter,  Gianna 
Nicole,  on  Oct.  2,  2006.  Ed  was 
recently  promoted  to  director  of 
education  and  financial  literacy  for 
the  N.C.  Credit  Union  League. 

To  Julie  and  Jay  Jacob  of  Austin, 
Texas,  a  son,  Samuel  Carl,  on  July 
20,  2006.  Samuel  joins  big  brother, 
Benjamin,  and  sister,  Amy. 

To  Chris  and  Stephanie  Mowery 

Kroodsma  of  Peoria,  111.,  a  son, 
Grant  Evan,  on  Sept.  12,  2006. 
Grant  joins  big  sister,  Gloria. 

To  Kyle  and  Kelly  Ball  '98  Wolf  of 

Greensboro,  a  son,  Elliot  James,  on 
Nov.  13,  2006.  Elliot  joins  big  sister 
Anna  Katharine. 

1996  Jonathan  Palmer  was 

recently  promoted  to  account 
director,  East  Division,  for  the 
Scripps  Networks  (HGTV,  Food 
Network,  DIY  Network,  Fine 
Living,  and  Great  American 
Country).  He  now  oversees 
distribution  of  Scripps  products  for 
Comcast  Southern  Division  and  the 
Caribbean. 


Married 

Sally  Periconi  and  Harry  Schroeder 
on  Oct.  21,  2006.  Sally  is  a  Spanish 
teacher  in  the  Prince  William 
County  Schools  and  Harry  is  a 
regional  sales  manager  for  the 
Washington  Capitals  hockey  team. 
They  reside  in  Alexandria,  Va. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Constance  Freeze  of  Valdese,  a 

son,  Jonathan  Cole,  on  Jan.  1,  2007. 

To  Kyle  and  Nancy  Brown  '97 

Randle  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  S.C.,  a  son, 
Jonas  Cyrus,  on  Nov.  17,  2006. 

To  James  and  Heather  Wilmot 

'98  Kaehlert  of  Avon,  Conn.,  an 
adopted  son,  Samuel  James  Hui-tae, 
on  August  4,  2006.  Samuel  was 
born  March  28,  2006  in  Ulsan, 
South  Korea.  James  is  a  teacher/head 
athletic  trainer  at  Avon  Old  Farms 
School  and  Heather  is  a  senior 
underwriter  with  UnitedHealthcare. 

1997 

Ten  Year  Reunion  at  Homecoming, 
Oct.  12-13, 2007 

Ginger  Sigmon  Fox  is  an  English 

instructor  and  assistant  director 
of  the  Writing  Center  at  Rowan- 
Cabarrus  Community  College  in 
Salisbury,  N.C. 
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Nicholas  Townsend  Jackson,  born 
Aug.  21 ,  2006,  is  the  son  of  Suzanne 
Townsend  '02  and  Alan  K.  Jackson. 
Nicholas  was  welcomed  by  brothers 
Luke,  13,  and  Alexander,  5. 
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Joanna  Miller  Heilman  is  the  Nova 

Net  lab  facilitator  at  Freedom  High 
School  in  Morganton.  Husband 
Robert  is  the  director  of  the  Old 
Rock  School  Auditorium  in  Valdese. 
The  Heilmans  have  one  son,  Joseph 
Stewart. 

Kevin  McVey  was  promoted  to 
director  of  accounting  for  Hickory 
Business  Furnitures  two  divisions. 
Previously,  Kevin  was  assistant 
controller  and  has  been  with  HBF 
since  2001. 

Linda  Fleureton  Smith  is  a  Title  I 

reading  teacher  at  Webb  A.  Murray 
Elementary  School.  Linda  and 
husband,  Joe  Smith  '85,  have  two 
daughters,  Jenna  and  Lindsey. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Darin  and  Danyelle  Workman 

Earl  of  Lawndale,  N.C.,  a  daughter, 
Maggie  Christine,  on  June  7, 
2006.  Maggie  joins  big  sister,  Macy 
Marydith.  Danyelle  is  a  registered 
nurse  at  Cleveland  Regional  Medical 
Center  and  also  a  clinical  instructor 
at  Isothermal  Community  College. 

To  Kathy  and  Charles  H.  McCoy 

III  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  a  daughter, 
Charlotte  Anne,  on  March  6,  2006. 

1998  Amanda  Miller  Peck 

was  awarded  an  M.A.  in  counseling 
with  licensure  in  K-12  from 
Lenoir- Rhyne  in  December  2005. 
She  is  currently  the  sophomore 
counselor  at  Freedom  High  School 
in  Morganton. 

Andrea  Faw  Sain  graduated  from 
UNC-Greensboro  in  May  2006 
with  an  M.S.  degree  in  nursing  and 
from  Wake  Forest  University  Baptist 
Medical  Center  Nurse  Anesthesia 
School  in  August  2006.  Andrea 
passed  the  national  certification 
exam  in  September  2006  and  now 
practices  as  a  certified  registered 
nurse  anesthetist  at  Catawba  Valley 
Medical  Center  in  Hickory. 

Teresa  Marie  Vivona  is  employed 

by  the  Law  Office  of  Dale  Anstine  in 
York,  Penn. 

Krista  Grabowski  White  is  an 

interior  designer  with  Flad  & 
Associates  in  Raleigh. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Brian  and  Joby  Nahas 

Cunningham  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 
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a  daughter,  Reagan  Grace,  on  Sept. 
18,2006. 

To  Patrick  and  Ellen  Rearden 

Davis  of  Cross,  S.C.,  a  daughter, 
Mackenzie  Leigh,  on  Dec.  14, 
2006.  Mackenzie  joins  big  brother, 
Robert,  and  big  sister,  Emma.  Ellen 
is  national  board  certified  as  an  early 
childhood  generalist  and  currently 
teaches  second  grade  at  Cross 
Elementary  School. 

To  Barret  and  Heather  Kepley 

RoOSa  of  Kannapolis,  a  son,  Austin 
James,  on  Oct.  19,2005. 

1999  John  Collins  accepted 
the  position  of  project  manager 
with  Volvo  Financial  Services  in 
Greensboro,  N.C.  Amy  Shirlen 
Collins  was  recently  promoted  to 
finance  manager  with  Wachovia's 
Wealth  Management  Division  in 
Winston-Salem.  John  and  Amy 
continue  to  live  in  Winston-Salem. 

Dr.  Michele  McCourt  Comer 

successfully  defended  her  dissertation 
entitled  "Retrieving  Carbon 
Monoxide  Abundances  From  the 
NASA  Atmospheric  InfraRed 
Sounder"  and  was  awarded  her 
Ph.D.  in  atmospheric  physics 
from  the  University  of  Maryland, 
Baltimore  County.  After  completing 
her  graduate  work,  Dr.  Comer 
accepted  a  post-doctoral  fellowship 
from  the  Center  for  Excellence  in 
STEM  Education  at  UMBC. 


Bryan  Wietzke  was  promoted  to 

associate  general  manager  with  ISP 
Sports  at  East  Carolina  University. 
ISP  Sports  is  based  in  Winston- 
Salem. 

Married 

Amanda  Boyd  and  Zach  Cox  '01  on 

July  19,  2003.  They  reside  in  Raleigh 
where  Amanda  teaches  fifth  grade  at 
North  Ridge  Elementary  and  Zach  is 
a  senior  product  manager  for  Hanes 
Geo  Components. 

Michelle  JosephSOn  and  Michael 

Brents  on  Oct.  21,  2006,  at  the 
Woodfield  Inn  in  Flat  Rock,  N.C. 
They  reside  in  Houston,  Texas, 
where  Michelle  is  a  neurosurgery 
nurse  at  Methodist  Hospital. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Scott  and  Jennifer  Donald 

Cannon  of  Conover,  twin  sons, 
Noah  and  Owen,  on  Oct.  16,  2006. 

Kenny  and  Allison  Cherry 

Friedrich  of  Independence,  Mo., 
spent  Thanksgiving  in  Ho  Chi  Minh 
City,  Vietnam,  where  they  adopted 
their  (then)  9-month-old  daughter, 
Kennison  ThanhAn.  Kennison's 
birthday  is  Feb.  24,  2006.  She  is  at 
home  with  her  new  family  and  doing 
great. 

2000  Katie  Durham 

Canestrano  has  earned  the 
professional  credential  of  certified 
hand  therapist  through  the  Hand 
Therapy  Certification  Commission. 


Lt.  Col.  Charles  C.  Heatherly  Jr.,  commander  of  the  Army  Recruiting 
Battalion  in  Columbia,  S.C.,  and  former  civil  affairs  officer  in  Kuwaitt, 
spoke  at  the  college's  2006  Veterans  Day  Dinner,  held  Nov.  1 1  on 
campus.  His  topic  was  "The  State  of  the  Force."  L-R  alumni  who  are 
veterans  were  invited  to  attend  the  event  as  special  guests  of  Dr. 
Wayne  B.  Powell,  college  president. 


To  sit  for  the  national  exam,  you 
must  be  a  therapist  for  a  minimum 
of  five  years  and  have  4,000  hours 
of  clinical  experience  in  orthopedic 
upper  extremity  injurs'. 

Dr.  Carrie  Elzie  received  the 

Ph.D.  in  molecular  pathology 
from  the  University  of  Alabama  at 
Birmingham  in  May  2006  and  is 
now  a  scientist-educator  postdoctoral 
fellow  at  Vanderbilt  University. 

Carrie  Powell  is  a  certified  athletic 
trainer  and  paramedic  with  Carolina 
West  Sports  Medicine  in  Sylva,  N.C. 

Married 

Kelly  MielOCh  and  Josh  Sparks 
on  Sept.  30,  2006.  They  reside  in 
Candler,  N.C. 

Anna  Christine  Nygaard  and  Dante 

Francesco  Alessandro  Ghi  on  Oct. 
21,  2006.  Anna  is  the  director  of 
stewardship  for  the  Lowcountry 
Open  Land  Trust,  a  non-profit 
land  conservation  organization. 
Dante  is  a  police  officer  with  the 
North  Charleston,  S.C.,  Police 
Department.  They  reside  in 
Charleston,  SC.  Elizabeth  Hardman 
Radtke,  classmate  and  fellow 
Kappa  Delta  sister,  attended  as  a 
bridesmaid. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Bob  and  Autumn  Edsall  Fincher 

of  Hickory,  a  son,  William  Beatty, 
on  Oct.  27,  2006. 

To  Todd  and  Andrea  Penley  '02 
Lawing  of  Hickory,  a  daughter, 
Kenna  Elizabeth,  on  Nov.  26,  2006. 

2001  Matthew  Bracken  is  a 

consultant  with  Wachovia  Bank  in 
Charlotte. 

Nancy  Greiner  Savage  received  die 

master  of  arts  degree  in  romance 
languages  from  Appalachian  State 
University  in  Mav  2006.  Nancy  is  a 
French  teacher  at  Table  Rock  Middle 
School  in  Morganton. 

Married 

Casey  Allen  and  Leslie  Chavarria 
on  Dec.  2.  2006.  Leslie  is  from 
Monterrey,  Mexico,  and  met  Casey 
at  the  Graduate  Business  School  at 
Tech  de  Monterrey  in  2004.  They 
reside  in  Franklinville.  N.C. 

Cody  Clark  and  Kati  Meyer  '03 

on  Dec.  30.  2006,  at  St.  Andrew's 
Lutheran  Church.  Cody  is  a  civil 
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designer  at  Clark  &  Associates  and 
is  currently  in  school  working  on  a 
second  degree  in  engineering.  Kati 
is  a  lead  publicist  at  DeHart  & 
Company.  They  reside  in  Hickory. 

2002 

Married 

Adam  Scott  Coffey  and  Nicole 

Nain  '05  on  Sept.  27,  2006,  at 
St.  Andrew's  Lutheran  Church  in 
Hickory.  Adam  is  a  helpdesk  analyst 
with  Commscope. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Lonnie  and  Lisa  Kimball 

Blackmon  of  China  Grove,  a  son, 
Austin  Tyler,  on  Nov.  6,  2006.  Lisa  is 
employed  by  the  City  of  Concord  as 
an  accounting  technician. 

To  Stevey  and  Deanna  Deal  of 

Taylorsville,  a  daughter,  Logan 
Noel,  on  Nov.  19,  2006.  Deanna  is 
employed  by  Frye  Regional  Medical 
Center  as  a  registered  nurse. 

To  Alan  and  Suzanne  Townsend 

Jackson,  a  son,  Nicholas  Townsend, 
on  Aug.  21,  2006.  Nicholas  joins  big 
brothers,  Luke  and  Alexander. 

To  Bill  and  Amber  Hanks  '03 

Vaiighan  of  Claremont,  a  son, 
Landon  Jace,  on  April  7,  2006. 

2003  Adrea  Tiller  is  an 

instructor  at  St.  Georges  University 
in  Grenada. 

Lindsay  Witherspoon  is  a  school 

counselor  for  the  Mooresville, 
N.C.,  Graded  School  District. 
Lindsay  earned  the  M.A.  in  school 
counseling  from  Lenoir-Rhyne  in 
May  2006. 

Married 

Lindsey  Boyles  and  Kenneth 
Huffman  Jr.  on  Sept.  16,  2006,  at 
Cornerstone  Church  in  Maiden. 
Lindsey  is  employed  by  Carolina 
Trust  Bank,  working  in  loan 
operations  and  accounting,  while 
Kenneth  is  a  firefighter/EMT  with 
the  Denver  Fire  Department. 

Angela  Sherrill  and  Aaron  Rembert 

on  Nov.  27,  2006.  They  reside  in 
Mars  Hill,  N.C.,  where  Aaron  is  the 
assistant  baseball  coach  at  Mars  Hill 
College.  Angela  teaches  math  in  the 
Madison  County  school  system  and 
is  also  in  graduate  school  pursuing 
an  M.A.  in  school  administration  at 
WCU. 
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Baby  Bears 

To  Denny  and  Becky  Purgason 

AlexiOU  of  Greensboro,  a  daughter, 
Caroline  Grace,  on  Aug.  30,  2006. 
Becky  is  a  registered  nurse  with 
Moses  Cone  Memorial  Hospital. 

2004  Daniel  Miller  is  a  manager 
with  TransUnion  in  Charlotte. 

Married 

Ashleigh  Chapman  and  Jason 

Bingham  '05  on  Oct.  7,  2006.  They 

reside  in  Taylorsville,  N.C. 

Melissa  Eller  Moser  and  Jason 
Moser  on  Sept.  3,  2006.  Melissa 
is  an  occupational  therapist  at 
Whitaker  Rehab  Center.  They  reside 
in  Winston-Salem. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Amy  and  Chad  Kolasch 

of  Gainesville,  Va.,  a  daughter, 
McKenna  Grace,  on  June  6,  2006. 
McKenna  Grace  joins  older  brothers, 
Luke  and  Noah. 

2005  Shirley  Sells  was  recently 

inducted  into  the  Gamma  Delta 
Chapter  of  Phi  Lambda  Sigma 
Pharmacy  Leadership  Society.  Shirley 
is  an  assistant  experiential  education 
coordinator  with  the  South 
University  School  of  Pharmacy  in 
Savannah,  Ga. 

Married 

Natasha  Lenae  Deal  and  Chris 

Haas  on  June  24,  2006.  Natasha  is 
a  social  studies  teacher  at  Alexander 
Central  High  School. 

Amanda  Morrow  and  Charles 
Surratt  Jr.,  on  Feb.  14,  2006. 
Amanda  is  a  psychiatric  nurse  with 
Catawba  Valley  Medical  Center. 

Pamela  Teague  and  John  Bowman 
on  Sept.  16,  2006.  Pamela  is  a 
consultant  with  Wetland  &  Natural 
Resource  Consultants  in  Newton. 
John  is  employed  by  the  city  of 
Hickory  and  the  couple  lives  in 
Taylorsville,  N.C. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Ronnie  and  Tarren  Furches 

Pruitt  of  Crumpler,  N.C,  a 
daughter,  Kathryn  Reid,  on  Aug.  25, 
2006.  Tarren  is  employed  by  Ashe 
Memorial  Hospital  as  a  registered 
nurse. 


A  sign  of  the  times 


Erica  Miller  Dorsch  '05  graduated  with 
a  double  major  in  elementary  education 
and  deaf  education.  She  got  her  first  job 
last  year  at  Oxford  Elementary  teaching 

hearing  second  graders.  Although  she  enjoyed  her  job,  she  felt  she 

wasn't  using  her  deaf  education  degree. 

So  this  fall  she  began  an  after-school  club  called  the  Signing  Bear 
Cubs.  At  the  group's  meetings,  she  teaches  the  second-  through 
fourth-graders  to  perform  songs  using  American  Sign  Language. 
The  group  was  so  popular  that  she  had  to  limit  it  to  no  more  than  20 
children. 

She  began  by  teaching  the  students  to  sign  "Happy  Birthday,"  "The 
Star  Spangled  Banner"  and  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance.  The  group 
meets  after  school  once  a  week,  but  may  meet  more  often  if  they  are 
preparing  for  a  performance. 

Each  member  of  the  group  has  a  blue  tee-shirt  designed  by  another 
teacher  that  features  a  teddy  bear  signing.  The  words  "Oxford 
Elementary"  circle  the  bear  in  both  the  English  and  manual  alphabet. 
Dorsch  said  she  selected  the  name  based  on  the  school's  nickname, 
the  bear  cubs. 

Dorsch  came  to  Lenoir-Rhyne  to  seek  advice  from  Shawn  Frank, 
director  of  deaf  and  hard-of-hearing  support  services  and  leader  of 
a  similar  group  for  L-R  students  called  the  Sign  Troupe.  Frank  invited 
the  Signing  Bear  Cubs  to  perform  with  the  L-R  Sign  Troupe  before 
the  college's  Homecoming  game  on  Oct.  7.  Both  groups  signed  the 
national  anthem  as  the  college's  A  Cappella  Choir  sang. 

Each  Oxford  Elementary  student  was  paired  with  a  member  of  the 
L-R  Sign  Troupe,  which  includes  hearing,  hard-of-hearing  and  deaf 
college  students.  Although  some  of  the  elementary  students  were 
nervous,  they  performed  in  front  of  the  audience  of  more  than  4,000 
fans.  The  school  principal  and  assistant  principal  came  to  the  football 
game  to  show  their  support,  as  well  as  many  parents  and  other 
family  members. 

"It  was  really  nice  to  do  something  like  this,"  Dorsch  said.  "It's  going 
to  be  something  they  remember." 

The  Signing  Bear  Cubs  have  also  performed  for  a  Veterans  Day 
program  and  a  PT0  Christmas  program  at  their  school.  The  students 
are  also  using  their  new  skills  outside  the  group.  Several  teachers 
have  told  Dorsch  that  the  children  in  the  Signing  Bear  Cubs  use  sign 
language  when  the  classroom  sings  "Happy  Birthday"  to  a  fellow 
student,  or  when  the  class  recites  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 

Spring   2007 


CALENDAR 


A  Cappella  Choir  Home  Concert 

St.  Andrew's  Lutheran  Church-Hickory,  7:30 p.m. 

Western  Jazz  Quartet  Concert 

Episcopal  Church  of  the  Ascension  in  Hickory,  8  p.m. 

Gary  Snyder 

Environmental  poet  and  winner  of  the  Pulitzer  Prize. 
RE.  Monroe  Auditorium,  8 p.m. 

Lenoir- Rhyne  Youth  Chorus  Concert 

First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Morganton,  4 p.m. 

Lenoir-Rhyne  Handbell  Ensemble  Concert 

Mt.  Olive  Lutheran  Church  of  Hickory,  3 p.m. 

Concert  Band  Concert 

RE.  Monroe  Auditorium,  7:30 p.m. 

Alumni  Weekend 

Jazz  Ensemble  Concert 

RE.  Monroe  Auditorium.  7 p.m. 

Lenoir-Rhyne  College  High  School  Choral  Festival 

Various  locations  during  the  day. 

For  more  information  about  musical  performances, 

call  828-328-7147. 


Baccalaureate 

RE.  Monroe  Auditorium,  7:30 p.m. 

Spring  Commencement 

Shuford Memorial  Gymnasium,  10  a.m. 


Summer  Commencement 

RE.  Monroe  Auditorium,  7 p.m. 

continues  this  year  at  Catawba  Valley 
Community  College.  This  is  the  second  year  of  a  community- 
wide  reading  initiative  presented  by  CVCC,  Catawba  County 
Library  System,  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  and  the  Hickory  Public 
Library.  The  author  will  be  James  McBride,  author  of  "The 
Color  of  Water:  A  Black  Man's  Tribute  to  his  White  Mother." 
McBride  will  read  from  and  discuss  his  work  at  7  p.m. 
April  14  in  the  Multipurpose  Complex  at  CVCC.  The  reading 
will  be  followed  by  a  performance  by  McBride  and  his  jazz  band. 
For  details,  go  to  www.thebigread.net. 

Calendar  items  are  subject  to  change. 

For  the  latest  information,  go  to  www.lrc.edu/news/news2.htm. 


Alumni  Weekend  Highlights  •  April  26-29 

Reunions    Reunions  are  planned  for  the  classes  of  1947,  1957, 
1962,  and  1967.  Invitations  to  each  of  these  events  have  been 
mailed,  so  if  you  are  a  member  of  one  of  these  groups  and  have  not 
yet  received  your  invitation,  please  contact  the  Alumni  Office. 

Retirement:  Perilous  Navigation  Ahead! 
Learn  how  not  to  outlive  your  assets  in  this  educational  program 
and  luncheon.  Presented  by  Carl  V.  Cline  111  '66  and  Robert 
"Bob"  Fincher  '00,  Resource  Partners  LLC.  Noon,  April 27,  Cromer 
Center  Bears'  Lair. 

Welcome  to  Campus  Cookout   The  Alumni  Association  Board 
of  Directors  welcomes  you  back  to  campus  with  a  casual,  backyard 
cookout  at  the  L-R  Alumni  House.  6p.m.  April 27,  Alumni  House. 

Golden  Bears    Buffet  breakfast  hosted  by  President  Wayne 
Powell  for  all  alumni  in  the  Classes  of  1957  and  earlier.  There  will 
be  special  recognition  for  the  Class  of  1957  as  they  officially  join 
the  Golden  Bears.  8:30  a.m.  Sept.  28,  Cromer  Center  Lobby. 

Alumni  Association  Annual  Meeting  &  Awards  Ceremony 
The  official  annual  meeting  of  your  association.  In  addition  to 
the  awards  presentations,  you'll  meet  and  approve  next  year's  slate 
of  officers  and  directors.  The  meeting  at  10:30  a.m.  is  preceded  by  a 
complimentary  continental  breakfast  at  9:30  a.m.  Sept.  28,  Belk  Centrum. 
This  year's  Alumni  Award  recipients  are: 

Clarence  L.  Pugh  Sr.  Distinguished  Alumnus  Award 
Dr.  David  E.  Shtdenburger  '67,  Higher  Education 
Rising  Star  Award 

Dr.  Andrew  J.  Haputa  '96,  Medicine 
Opal  Moretz  Alumni  Service  Awards 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Paulwyn  Boliek  '57,  Service  to  Community 
Bob  and  Maureen  Baggatta  Tull,  Service  to  the  College 
For  more  information  about  Alumni  Weeketid  events,  go  to  ivtvw.lrc.edu/ahimni 
or  contact  Nikki  Hayes  '94,  director  of  alumni  programs,  at  bayesn@lrc.edu  or 
call  828-328-7080  or  800-361-2704. 


If  You  Like  Lenoir-Rhyne, 
You'll  Love  Our  State. 


Each  month,  Our  State 
magazine  brings  you  lively 
stories  and  awe-inspiring 
photography  of  the  people  and  places 
that  make  North  Carolina  great. 
From  the  mountains  to  the  beach, 
Our  State  features  back-road 
adventures,  artists  you'll  want  to 
meet,  history,  humor,  and 
small-town  profiles. 
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Our  State's  regular  features  include: 

North  Carolina  day  trips  •  Tai  Heel  towns  •  Diners,  cafes,  and 

restaurants  •  Literature  and  book  renews  •  Scenic  photographv 

Gardening  tips  and  tidbits  •  History  stones .  Fascinating 

folklore  •  An  extensive  Dates  &  Events  calendar 
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Are  you  the  missing  piece  of  our  puzzle? 


QfcRETURf 


Picture  this: 

Lenoir-Rhyne  alumni,  parents  and 
friends  joining  together  to  help  our 
students  be  the  best  they  can  be. 

Without  you,  the  Lenoir-Rhyne 
picture  is  incomplete. 

YOU.  are  our  most  valuable  asset! 

Your  increased  involvement  in  support  of  the  Annual 
Fund  helps  to  insure  the  continued  success  of  your 
college. 


Help  us  complete  our  alumni  participation  puzzle  by 
making  a  gift  to  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  Annual  Fund  by 

May  31. 

It  is  now  easier  than  ever  to  make  your  gift  to  the 
Annual  Fund.  You  can  make  your  gift  via  the  college's 
secure  on-line  pledge  card.  Just  go  to  www.lrc.edu  and 
click  on  Giving  to  Lenoir-Rhyne. 

Company  matching  gifts  can  double  or  even  triple 
your  gift.  Not  sure  if  your  company  matches?  Click  on 
the  Matching  Gifts  link  on  the  On-Line  Pledge  Card. 


Lenoir«Rhvne 


COLLEGE0 


Office  of  College  Relations 
P.  O.  Box  7228 
Hickory,  NC  28603 
Change  Service  Requested 


Non-Profit  Org. 
US  Postage 

Paid 
Permit  #61 
Hickory,  NC 


